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Slavery in the Colonies
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Freedom Denied
Slavery was legal in all 13 colonies. Enslaved people were treated as property. 
They were bought and sold, forced to work without pay, and often separated 
from their families. Their children were born into slavery too.

Most enslaved people in the colonies were Africans, or the children of Africans, 
who had been kidnapped and carried across the Atlantic Ocean in crowded, 
deadly ships. This terrible voyage is called the Middle Passage.

The largest numbers lived in the Southern colonies, where they were forced to 
grow tobacco, rice and indigo on plantations. Enslaved people also worked in 
Northern cities and on farms. By the 1770s about one of every five people in the 
colonies was enslaved.

Enslaved people resisted in many ways: working slowly, running away, keeping 
their music, faith and family stories alive, and sometimes rebelling, as in the 
Stono Rebellion in South Carolina in 1739.

1. In which colonies was slavery legal?

only Virginia all 13 colonies only the Middle colonies

2. What was the Middle Passage?

the forced voyage across the Atlantic a road west a river trade route

3. Where did the most enslaved people live?

New England the Middle colonies the Southern colonies

4. Name two ways enslaved people resisted slavery.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Slavery in the Colonies
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Freedom Denied
Slavery was legal in all 13 colonies. Enslaved people were treated as property. 
They were bought and sold, forced to work without pay, and often separated 
from their families. Their children were born into slavery too.

Most enslaved people in the colonies were Africans, or the children of Africans, 
who had been kidnapped and carried across the Atlantic Ocean in crowded, 
deadly ships. This terrible voyage is called the Middle Passage.

The largest numbers lived in the Southern colonies, where they were forced to 
grow tobacco, rice and indigo on plantations. Enslaved people also worked in 
Northern cities and on farms. By the 1770s about one of every five people in the 
colonies was enslaved.

Enslaved people resisted in many ways: working slowly, running away, keeping 
their music, faith and family stories alive, and sometimes rebelling, as in the 
Stono Rebellion in South Carolina in 1739.

1. In which colonies was slavery legal?

only Virginia all 13 colonies only the Middle colonies

2. What was the Middle Passage?

the forced voyage across the Atlantic a road west a river trade route

3. Where did the most enslaved people live?

New England the Middle colonies the Southern colonies

4. Name two ways enslaved people resisted slavery.

They ran away and rebelled (like the Stono Rebellion); they also kept their 
music, faith and families' stories alive.

everyworksheet.com


