Name Date

Different Stars in Different Seasons

As Earth travels around the sun, our night side faces different parts of space. So some
star patterns are seen in one season and not another.

season a star pattern high in the evening sky
winter Orion
spring Leo
summer Cygnus (Northern Cross)
fall Pegasus (the Great Square)
all year Big Dipper, Little Dipper, Cassmpaugo)md Polaris (seen from most of the
1. Which star pattern is high on winter evenings? [
2. Which pattern is high on summer evenings? [ ]

3. Why can't we see Orion on summer evenings?

(Or‘ion burns out) (it is in the daytime sky then) (clouds cover it)

L. Why is the Big Dipper seen all year?

(it is near the North Star and never sets ) (it is the brightest ) (it moves with us )

5. What pattern repeats every year in the night sky? Why?
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Different Stars in Different Seasons

Answers from the table.

season a star pattern high in the evening sky
winter Orion
spring Leo
summer Cygnus (Northern Cross)
fall Pegasus (the Great Square)
all year Big Dipper, Little Dipper, Cassmpalcga)nd Polaris (seen from most of the
1. Which star pattern is high on winter evenings? [ Orion
2. Which pattern is high on summer evenings? [ Cygnus ]

3. Why can't we see Orion on summer evenings?

Orion burns out ) (it is in the daytime sky then) ( clouds cover it

L. Why is the Big Dipper seen all year?

(it is near the North Star and never sets ) (it is the brightest

5. What pattern repeats every year in the night sky? Why?

it moves with us

The same star patterns return each season, because Earth goes around the
sun once a year.
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