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Our Star, the Sun
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Closest Star
The sun looks nothing like the tiny points of light we see at night, 
but it is a star too: a huge, hot ball of glowing gas. It looks so big 
and bright because it is so close, about 93 million miles away. Its 
light takes about 8 minutes to reach us.

The next closest star, Proxima Centauri, is about 4.2 light-years 
away. A light-year is the distance light travels in one year, nearly 
6 trillion miles. That star is more than 250,000 times farther away 
than the sun.

Many stars give off far more light than the sun. Rigel, in Orion, 
shines about 100,000 times brighter than our sun. But it is so far 
away that it looks like a small dot. How bright a star looks from 
Earth depends on how much light it gives off and how far away it 
is.

1. Why does the sun look brighter than other stars?

it is the biggest star it is the closest star it is the hottest star

2. What is a light-year? a distance a time a kind of star

3. How long does sunlight take to reach Earth?

about 8 seconds about 1 year about 8 minutes

4. Rigel gives off much more light than the sun. Why does it look so dim?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Our Star, the Sun
Answers with evidence from the passage.

The Closest Star
The sun looks nothing like the tiny points of light we see at night, 
but it is a star too: a huge, hot ball of glowing gas. It looks so big 
and bright because it is so close, about 93 million miles away. Its 
light takes about 8 minutes to reach us.

The next closest star, Proxima Centauri, is about 4.2 light-years 
away. A light-year is the distance light travels in one year, nearly 
6 trillion miles. That star is more than 250,000 times farther away 
than the sun.

Many stars give off far more light than the sun. Rigel, in Orion, 
shines about 100,000 times brighter than our sun. But it is so far 
away that it looks like a small dot. How bright a star looks from 
Earth depends on how much light it gives off and how far away it 
is.

1. Why does the sun look brighter than other stars?

it is the biggest star it is the closest star it is the hottest star

2. What is a light-year? a distance a time a kind of star

3. How long does sunlight take to reach Earth?

about 8 seconds about 1 year about 8 minutes

4. Rigel gives off much more light than the sun. Why does it look so dim?

Rigel is extremely far away, hundreds of light-years, so only a little of its 
light reaches us.
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