
Name Date

Three Classes of Levers
Every lever has a fulcrum (F), a load (L) and an effort (E). The part in the middle tells 
you the class.
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First class: the fulcrum is in the middle
The effort and the load move in opposite directions. Examples: a seesaw, a crowbar, 

pliers, scissors.
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Second class: the load is in the middle
The effort and the load move the same way, and you need less force than the load. 

Examples: a wheelbarrow, a bottle opener, a nutcracker.
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Third class: the effort is in the middle
You need more force than the load, but the load moves farther and faster. Examples: 

a broom, tweezers, a fishing pole, your forearm.
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