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The Nine Verb Tenses
A chart to read together and keep.

A verb’s tense tells when an action happens. Each tense has a 
past, a present, and a future form. Here is one verb, paint, in 
all nine tenses.

Simple Tenses
The action happens. (the verb alone, or will + verb)

• Past: Yesterday I painted a fox.
• Present: I paint every Saturday.
• Future: Tomorrow I will paint a deer.

Progressive Tenses
The action keeps going for a while. (a form of be + -ing verb)

• Past: I was painting when you called.
• Present: Shh! I am painting right now.
• Future: At noon, I will be painting the sky.

Perfect Tenses
The action is finished before a certain time. (a form of have + past participle)

• Past: I had painted two foxes before lunch.
• Present: I have painted ten pictures this year.
• Future: By Friday, I will have painted the whole mural.

Try it

Pick a verb, like jump or bake. Write it in one tense from each row.
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