Name Date

Fix the Tense Shifts in a Paragraph

Find the verbs that shift tense. Write each wrong verb and its fix.

Paragraph 1: four verbs shift tense.

Last weekend, my family went camping by Silver Lake. We set up our tent near
the water. Then Dad builds a small campfire, and we roast marshmallows. Later,
a family of ducks paddled past us. My little brother laughs so hard that he fell off
his log. Before bed, we count the stars together. It was the best night of the
summer.

@ Wrong verb: Correct verb:
@ Wrong verb: Correct verb:
@ Wrong verb: Correct verb:
@ Wrong verb: Correct verb:

Paragraph 2: three verbs shift tense.

Every morning, my grandmother walks to the corner bakery. She buys a loaf of
@ bread and chatted with the baker. Then she sits on the bench outside and fed the
pigeons a few crumbs. When she gets home, she made tea for both of us.

This paragraph tells about something that happens every day. Which tense should
its verbs be in?

a. simple past
b. simple present
c. simple future

Wrong verb: Correct verb:

Wrong verb: Correct verb:

ORONO.

Wrong verb: Correct verb:
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Fix the Tense Shifts in a Paragraph

Find the verbs that shift tense. Write each wrong verb and its fix.

Paragraph 1: four verbs shift tense.

Last weekend, my family went camping by Silver Lake. We set up our tent near
the water. Then Dad builds a small campfire, and we roast marshmallows. Later,
a family of ducks paddled past us. My little brother laughs so hard that he fell off
his log. Before bed, we count the stars together. It was the best night of the
summer.

@ Wrong verb: builds Correct verb: built

@ Wrong verb: roast Correct verb: roasted
@ Wrong verb: laughs Correct verb: laughed
@ Wrong verb: count Correct verb: counted

Paragraph 2: three verbs shift tense.

Every morning, my grandmother walks to the corner bakery. She buys a loaf of
@ bread and chatted with the baker. Then she sits on the bench outside and fed the
pigeons a few crumbs. When she gets home, she made tea for both of us.

This paragraph tells about something that happens every day. Which tense should
its verbs be in?

a. simple past
(b. simple present)
c. simple future

@ Wrong verb: chatted Correct verb: chats
@ Wrong verb: fed Correct verb: feeds
‘ Wrong verb: made Correct verb: makes
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