
Name Date

Use the Time Clue
Find the time clue. Write the verb from ( ) that fits it.

Time clues tell you which tense to use: yesterday and last week point to the 
past, now and every day to the present, and tomorrow and next year to the 
future.

Next summer, we (visited / will visit) the Grand Canyon.

1
These days, Grandpa  pancakes every Saturday.   (makes / 
had made / will have made)

2 Yesterday, the wind  our kite into a tree.   (blows / blew / will blow)

3
Tomorrow, Ms. Lin  the spelling bee winners.   (announced / 
has announced / will announce)

4
Shh! The baby  in the next room right now.   (was sleeping / 
is sleeping / will be sleeping)

5
At eight o’clock last night, we  a movie.   (were watching / 
are watching / will be watching)

6
At this time next week, I  on a beach.   (was relaxing / 
had relaxed / will be relaxing)

7
Before the play began, the actors  their lines many times.   
(will have practiced / had practiced / are practicing)

8
So far this year, our class  twelve books.   (has read / will read / 
had read)

9
By the end of next June, Jamal  every book on the list.   (has read / 
had read / will have read)

10
When the fire drill started, Ana  a math problem.   (was solving / 
is solving / will be solving)

11
Look up! Two hawks  above the barn.   (were circling / 
are circling / will have circled)

12 Last spring, the river  over its banks.   (floods / will flood / flooded)
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Use the Time Clue
Find the time clue. Write the verb from ( ) that fits it.

Time clues tell you which tense to use: yesterday and last week point to the 
past, now and every day to the present, and tomorrow and next year to the 
future.

Next summer, we (visited / will visit) the Grand Canyon.

1
These days, Grandpa makes  pancakes every Saturday.   (makes / 
had made / will have made)

2 Yesterday, the wind blew  our kite into a tree.   (blows / blew / will blow)

3
Tomorrow, Ms. Lin will announce  the spelling bee winners.   (announced / 
has announced / will announce)

4
Shh! The baby is sleeping  in the next room right now.   (was sleeping / 
is sleeping / will be sleeping)

5
At eight o’clock last night, we were watching  a movie.   (were watching / 
are watching / will be watching)

6
At this time next week, I will be relaxing  on a beach.   (was relaxing / 
had relaxed / will be relaxing)

7
Before the play began, the actors had practiced  their lines many times.   
(will have practiced / had practiced / are practicing)

8
So far this year, our class has read  twelve books.   (has read / will read / 
had read)

9
By the end of next June, Jamal will have read  every book on the list.   (has read / 
had read / will have read)

10
When the fire drill started, Ana was solving  a math problem.   (was solving / 
is solving / will be solving)

11
Look up! Two hawks are circling  above the barn.   (were circling / 
are circling / will have circled)

12 Last spring, the river flooded  over its banks.   (floods / will flood / flooded)
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