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Which Sentence Keeps the Tense?
Circle the letter of the sentence that does not shift tense.

Keep the verbs in a sentence in the same tense. Change the tense only when the 
time really changes.

Last year I lived in Utah, but now I live in Maine.  (The time really changes.)

1 Which sentence is correct?

a. Mila grabbed her coat and ran to the bus.

b. Mila grabs her coat and ran to the bus.

c. Mila grabbed her coat and runs to the bus.

2 Which sentence is correct?

a. Tomorrow we will pack lunches and hiked to the falls.

b. Tomorrow we packed lunches and will hike to the falls.

c. Tomorrow we will pack lunches and hike to the falls.

3 Which sentence is correct?

a. Yesterday Nia paints a sign, and Leo hung it up.

b. Yesterday Nia painted a sign, and Leo hung it up.

c. Yesterday Nia painted a sign, and Leo hangs it up.

4 Which sentence is correct?

a. As the sun sets, the frogs begin to sing.

b. As the sun set, the frogs begin to sing.

c. As the sun sets, the frogs began to sing.

5 Which sentence is correct?

a. The crowd cheers as the runners crossed the finish line.

b. The crowd cheered as the runners crossed the finish line.

c. The crowd cheered as the runners cross the finish line.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Which Sentence Keeps the Tense?
Circle the letter of the sentence that does not shift tense.

Keep the verbs in a sentence in the same tense. Change the tense only when the 
time really changes.

Last year I lived in Utah, but now I live in Maine.  (The time really changes.)

1 Which sentence is correct?

a. Mila grabbed her coat and ran to the bus.

b. Mila grabs her coat and ran to the bus.

c. Mila grabbed her coat and runs to the bus.

2 Which sentence is correct?

a. Tomorrow we will pack lunches and hiked to the falls.

b. Tomorrow we packed lunches and will hike to the falls.

c. Tomorrow we will pack lunches and hike to the falls.

3 Which sentence is correct?

a. Yesterday Nia paints a sign, and Leo hung it up.

b. Yesterday Nia painted a sign, and Leo hung it up.

c. Yesterday Nia painted a sign, and Leo hangs it up.

4 Which sentence is correct?

a. As the sun sets, the frogs begin to sing.

b. As the sun set, the frogs begin to sing.

c. As the sun sets, the frogs began to sing.

5 Which sentence is correct?

a. The crowd cheers as the runners crossed the finish line.

b. The crowd cheered as the runners crossed the finish line.

c. The crowd cheered as the runners cross the finish line.
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