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Where Is Earth's Water?
Imagine all of Earth's water split into 100 equal parts. Each square is 1 part. Gray 
squares: salt water in the oceans. I: ice and glaciers. F: other fresh water (groundwater, 
lakes, rivers, soil and air).

I I F

1. About how many parts out of 100 are salt water?

2. About how many parts are fresh water (I and F together)?

3. Most of Earth's fresh water is …

in lakes frozen in ice and glaciers in clouds

4. Earth is mostly covered by water. Why do people still need to save fresh water?

Amounts are rounded: about 97% of Earth's water is in the oceans.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Where Is Earth's Water?
Answers from the grid.

I I F

1. About how many parts out of 100 are salt water? 97

2. About how many parts are fresh water (I and F together)? 3

3. Most of Earth's fresh water is …

in lakes frozen in ice and glaciers in clouds

4. Earth is mostly covered by water. Why do people still need to save fresh water?

Almost all of it is salt water or frozen ice. Only a tiny part is fresh water 
we can easily use.

Amounts are rounded: about 97% of Earth's water is in the oceans.
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