Name Date

Westward Expansion and Native Nations

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

—
0

Whose Land?

Lewis and Clark met nearly 50 Native nations. Many, like the Mandan and the Nez
Perce, gave food and directions that saved the explorers' lives. The explorers told
each nation that the United States now claimed its land.

Fur traders, then settlers, followed. The United States made treaties with Native
nations to get land, and broke many of them when settlers wanted more.

In 1830 Congress passed the Indian Removal Act. It forced the Cherokee, Muscogee
(Creek), Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole nations from their Southeast homelands.
Thousands died on the journeys, remembered as the Trail of Tears.

Native nations resisted and survived. Today the Nez Perce, Shoshone, Cherokee and
hundreds of other nations have their own governments.

How did the Nez Perce help Lewis and Clark?
gave food and directions sold them a boat fought them
What did the Indian Removal Act of 1830 do?

gave nations more land forced nations to leave their homelands

ended all treaties
What is true of these nations today?

they disappeared they all live in one place

they have their own governments

Westward expansion meant different things to settlers and to Native nations.
Explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Westward Expansion and Native Nations

Answers with evidence from the passage.

—
0

Whose Land?

Lewis and Clark met nearly 50 Native nations. Many, like the Mandan and the Nez
Perce, gave food and directions that saved the explorers' lives. The explorers told
each nation that the United States now claimed its land.

Fur traders, then settlers, followed. The United States made treaties with Native
nations to get land, and broke many of them when settlers wanted more.

In 1830 Congress passed the Indian Removal Act. It forced the Cherokee, Muscogee
(Creek), Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole nations from their Southeast homelands.
Thousands died on the journeys, remembered as the Trail of Tears.

Native nations resisted and survived. Today the Nez Perce, Shoshone, Cherokee and
hundreds of other nations have their own governments.

How did the Nez Perce help Lewis and Clark?

(gave food and dir‘ections) sold them a boat fought them

What did the Indian Removal Act of 1830 do?

gave nations more land (for‘ced nations to leave their homelands)

ended all treaties

What is true of these nations today?

they disappeared they all live in one place

(they have their own gover‘nments)

Westward expansion meant different things to settlers and to Native nations.
Explain.

For settlers it meant new land and opportunity. For Native nations it
meant losing their homelands, broken treaties and forced removal.
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