
Name Date

Early Westward Expansion
Write the letter of each event beside its date.

Events

A. The Trail of Tears: thousands of 
Cherokee people die on a forced march 
west.

B. The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size 
of the United States.

C. Gold is found in California, and 
thousands rush west.

D. The Indian Removal Act lets the 
government force Native nations in the 
East to move west of the Mississippi.

E. Families travel west by covered wagon 
on the Oregon Trail.

F. The Lewis and Clark expedition.

1803

1804–1806

1830

1838–1839

1840s

1848
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Early Westward Expansion
Each event beside its date.

Events

A. The Trail of Tears: thousands of 
Cherokee people die on a forced march 
west.

B. The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size 
of the United States.

C. Gold is found in California, and 
thousands rush west.

D. The Indian Removal Act lets the 
government force Native nations in the 
East to move west of the Mississippi.

E. Families travel west by covered wagon 
on the Oregon Trail.

F. The Lewis and Clark expedition.

1803
B The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size of the United States.

1804–1806
F The Lewis and Clark expedition.

1830
D The Indian Removal Act lets the government force Native nations 

in the East to move west of the Mississippi.

1838–1839
A The Trail of Tears: thousands of Cherokee people die on a forced 

march west.

1840s
E Families travel west by covered wagon on the Oregon Trail.

1848
C Gold is found in California, and thousands rush west.
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