Name Date

Why a Bill of Rights?

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A List of Rights

When the Constitution was sent to the states in 1787, many Americans worried.
The new national government would be much stronger than the old one. What
would stop it from taking away people's rights, the way they felt the king had?

People called Anti-Federalists said the Constitution needed a list of rights.
Several states agreed to approve the Constitution only if a bill of rights was
added soon.

James Madison, a member of the first Congress, wrote a list of amendments in
1789. Congress sent twelve to the states. Ten were ratified, and on December
15, 1791, they became the Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights limits what the government can do. Over time, more
amendments have expanded rights to more people.

1. Why did some people want a bill of rights?

to protect rights from a strong government to make the government bigger

to choose a king

2. Who wrote the amendments in 17897

Thomas Jefferson James Madison John Adams

3. When did the Bill of Rights take effect? 1776 ) (1787 ) (1791

L. How does the Bill of Rights protect people? Give one example.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why a Bill of Rights?

Answers with evidence from the passage.

A List of Rights

When the Constitution was sent to the states in 1787, many Americans worried.
The new national government would be much stronger than the old one. What
would stop it from taking away people's rights, the way they felt the king had?

People called Anti-Federalists said the Constitution needed a list of rights.
Several states agreed to approve the Constitution only if a bill of rights was
added soon.

James Madison, a member of the first Congress, wrote a list of amendments in
1789. Congress sent twelve to the states. Ten were ratified, and on December
15, 1791, they became the Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights limits what the government can do. Over time, more
amendments have expanded rights to more people.

1. Why did some people want a bill of rights?

(to protect rights from a strong gover‘nment) to make the government bigger

to choose a king

2. Who wrote the amendments in 17897

Thomas Jefferson (James Madison) John Adams

3. When did the Bill of Rights take effect? 1776 ) (1787

L. How does the Bill of Rights protect people? Give one example.

It limits the government. For example, the 1st Amendment means the
government cannot stop people from speaking or worshiping freely.
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