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Why the Declaration Still Matters
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Words That Kept Working
The Declaration of Independence did more than start a new country. Its ideas, 
that people have rights and that government should have the consent of the 
people, kept shaping history.

In 1848, at a meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, women wrote their own 
declaration. It began, “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and 
women are created equal.” People working to end slavery quoted the 
Declaration too, to show that slavery broke the nation's own promise.

People in other countries have written declarations of independence of their 
own. Every Fourth of July, Americans celebrate the day it was adopted. The 
original paper is kept at the National Archives in Washington, D.C., where 
millions of visitors have seen it.

1. What did women add in the Seneca Falls declaration?

“and women” a new king a list of taxes

2. Where is the original Declaration kept?

Philadelphia the National Archives London

3. How did people working to end slavery use the Declaration?

to show slavery broke the nation's promise to support the king

to collect taxes

4. Explain one way the Declaration still matters today.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why the Declaration Still Matters
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Words That Kept Working
The Declaration of Independence did more than start a new country. Its ideas, 
that people have rights and that government should have the consent of the 
people, kept shaping history.

In 1848, at a meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, women wrote their own 
declaration. It began, “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and 
women are created equal.” People working to end slavery quoted the 
Declaration too, to show that slavery broke the nation's own promise.

People in other countries have written declarations of independence of their 
own. Every Fourth of July, Americans celebrate the day it was adopted. The 
original paper is kept at the National Archives in Washington, D.C., where 
millions of visitors have seen it.

1. What did women add in the Seneca Falls declaration?

“and women” a new king a list of taxes

2. Where is the original Declaration kept?

Philadelphia the National Archives London

3. How did people working to end slavery use the Declaration?

to show slavery broke the nation's promise to support the king

to collect taxes

4. Explain one way the Declaration still matters today.

Its idea that all people are equal and have rights is still used to argue for 
fairness, and we celebrate it every Fourth of July.
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