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The Key Under the Bench
Write a made-up story. Plan it first.

Tell a story
While waiting for the bus, you notice an old brass key taped under a park 
bench. A paper tag tied to it says, “For whoever needs it most.” Write a 
story about what the key opens and who needs it. Introduce your 
narrator and the situation in the first paragraph, and let the events 
unfold one step at a time.

Words you might use: tarnished ·  curious ·  hesitated ·  puzzled ·  
that afternoon ·  by the time

Plan it first. Jot a few words in each box.

Situation Events Big moment Ending

The key was hidden where

I checked my writing

Clear situation Dialogue Transitions Strong ending
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