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Parts of a Dictionary Entry
Read the dictionary entry. Use it to answer the questions.

gentle gen · tle (JEN-tul) adjective
1. kind and calm; not rough: a gentle nurse
2. soft or light: a gentle breeze
3. not steep: a gentle hill
Other forms: gentler, gentlest

The parts, in order: 1) entry word ·  2) syllables ·  3) how to say it ·  4) part of speech ·  5) 
numbered meanings ·  6) other forms

1. What is the entry word?

2. How many syllables does it have?

3. What part of speech is it?

4. How many meanings does it have?

5.
Which meaning fits: The path went up a gentle 
slope.

6.
Which meaning fits: Pet the kitten with a gentle 
hand.

7.
How do you spell the form that means most 
gentle?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Parts of a Dictionary Entry
The answers, from the entry.

gentle gen · tle (JEN-tul) adjective
1. kind and calm; not rough: a gentle nurse
2. soft or light: a gentle breeze
3. not steep: a gentle hill
Other forms: gentler, gentlest

The parts, in order: 1) entry word ·  2) syllables ·  3) how to say it ·  4) part of speech ·  5) 
numbered meanings ·  6) other forms

1. What is the entry word?

2. How many syllables does it have?

3. What part of speech is it?

4. How many meanings does it have?

5.
Which meaning fits: The path went up a gentle 
slope.

6.
Which meaning fits: Pet the kitten with a gentle 
hand.

7.
How do you spell the form that means most 
gentle?
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