Name Date

Why Evergreens Stay Green

Read the text. Level 2 - 177 words

In fall, many trees lose their leaves. Maple and oak leaves turn red, orange, and
yellow. Then they drop to the ground. By winter, the branches are bare.

Pine, spruce, and fir trees are different. They stay green all winter long. That is
why people call them evergreens.

The leaves of these evergreens are thin and pointy. They are called needles. A
needle has a waxy coat, a little like a crayon. The wax helps keep water inside the
needle when the air is cold and dry.

Many evergreens are shaped like cones. Their branches slope down, so heavy
snow can slide off instead of breaking them.

Do evergreens ever lose their needles? Yes, but not all at once. Each year, some
old needles turn brown and fall, and new ones grow. A pine needle can stay on its
tree for two years or more.

In winter, evergreens give birds and small animals a place to hide from the wind
and snow. Next time you see a green tree in the snow, look closely at its needles.
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Name Date

Why Evergreens Stay Green: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is this text mostly about?

a. how to decorate a tree
b. how evergreen trees stay green in winter
c. why maple leaves turn red

@ Evergreens lose all of their needles at the same time. true false

@ Find the word that names the thin, pointy leaves of an evergreen.

@ How does the waxy coat help a needle?
a. It keeps water inside the needle.

b. It makes the needle shiny.
c. It makes the needle fall off.

@ How does the shape of many evergreens help them in winter?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why Evergreens Stay Green: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is this text mostly about?

a. how to decorate a tree
(b. how evergreen trees stay green in winter)
c. why maple leaves turn red

@ Evergreens lose all of their needles at the same time. true

@ Find the word that names the thin, pointy leaves of an evergreen.

needles

@ How does the waxy coat help a needle?

(a. It keeps water inside the needle.)
b. It makes the needle shiny.
c. It makes the needle fall off.

@ How does the shape of many evergreens help them in winter?

Their branches slope down, so heavy snow slides off and does

not break them.
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