
Name Date

The Paper Chain
Read the story. Level 2 · 191 words

On the first day of December, Lena and her dad cut strips of red and green 
paper. They made a paper chain with one loop for every day until Grandpa came 
to visit. Grandpa lived far away, and he was flying in on December 23.

Every morning, Lena tore off one loop. Some days the chain looked very long. 
“Will it ever get short?” she asked.

“Be patient,” said Dad. “One loop at a time.”

On December 20, snow fell all night. The roads were covered, and the airport 
closed. Lena looked at the few loops left on her chain. She felt a lump in her 
throat.

That night, Grandpa called. “The snow will stop tomorrow,” he said. “My plane 
may be late, but I will still come.”

The next morning, Lena made a brand-new loop out of gold paper. She added it 
to the end of the chain. “This one is for waiting a little longer,” she said.

Grandpa’s plane landed on December 24. When he walked in the door, Lena 
handed him the last loop, the gold one. Grandpa smiled. “This is the best loop 
of all,” he said.
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Name Date

The Paper Chain: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Lena and her dad make a paper chain?

a. to hang on the tree
b. to send to Grandpa
c. to count the days until Grandpa came

2 Grandpa lived far away from Lena. true false

3 Number the events in order from 1 to 5.

Grandpa called to say he would still come.

Lena and Dad made a paper chain.

Lena gave Grandpa the gold loop.

Snow fell all night, and the airport closed.

Lena added a gold loop to the chain.

4 Find a word in the story that means able to wait calmly.

5 How did Lena feel when the airport closed? Which words tell you?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Paper Chain: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Lena and her dad make a paper chain?

a. to hang on the tree
b. to send to Grandpa
c. to count the days until Grandpa came

2 Grandpa lived far away from Lena. true false

3 Number the events in order from 1 to 5.

3 Grandpa called to say he would still come.

1 Lena and Dad made a paper chain.

5 Lena gave Grandpa the gold loop.

2 Snow fell all night, and the airport closed.

4 Lena added a gold loop to the chain.

4 Find a word in the story that means able to wait calmly.

patient

5 How did Lena feel when the airport closed? Which words tell you?

She felt sad and worried. She had “a lump in her throat.”
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