
Name Date

The Snow Elves
Read the story. Level 2 · 277 words

1 The first big snow of December came on a Tuesday night. By morning, every sidewalk 
on Birch Street was buried, and Mr. Ortiz’s sidewalk was the deepest of all. Mr. Ortiz 
was eighty-one years old. He had hurt his back in the fall, and his doctor said no 
shoveling this winter.

2 Ivy saw him standing at his window, staring at the snow. “He can’t even get to his 
mailbox,” she told her brother, Kai.

3 Kai pulled two shovels out of the garage. “Then let’s clear it before school,” he said. 
“But let’s not tell him. It will be our secret.”

4 They worked fast and quietly. When the sidewalk was clear, Ivy tucked a paper star 
into the mailbox. On it she wrote, “From your snow elves.”

5 It snowed three more times that month. Each time, Ivy and Kai crept out early, and 
each time they left a new star. Soon two more kids from the street joined them. The 
snow elves had a team.

6 Mr. Ortiz started to watch for them. One morning he waited by his door with the 
lights off. But the elves had already come and gone at six o’clock, before he was 
awake.

7 On the last day before winter break, the children found a big thermos on his front 
step. Next to it were four mugs and a note: “Dear Snow Elves, I can’t catch you, so I 
hope this catches you instead. The cocoa is hot. Thank you for the best gift I got this 
year. From your neighbor.”

8 Ivy looked at Kai. “He thinks a clean sidewalk is a gift,” she whispered.

9 Kai poured the first mug. “It is,” he said.
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Name Date

The Snow Elves: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why couldn’t Mr. Ortiz shovel his own sidewalk?

a. He was away for the winter.
b. He had hurt his back.
c. He did not own a shovel.

2 Mr. Ortiz caught the snow elves while they were shoveling. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means moved slowly and quietly.

4 Number the events in order from 1 to 4.

Mr. Ortiz waited by his door with the lights off.

Ivy saw Mr. Ortiz staring at the snow.

The children found cocoa and a note.

Two more kids joined the snow elves.

5 Which word best describes Ivy and Kai?

thoughtful careless bossy

6 Mr. Ortiz calls the clean sidewalk “the best gift I got this year.” What is the central 
message of the story?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Snow Elves: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why couldn’t Mr. Ortiz shovel his own sidewalk?

a. He was away for the winter.
b. He had hurt his back.
c. He did not own a shovel.

2 Mr. Ortiz caught the snow elves while they were shoveling. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means moved slowly and quietly.

crept

4 Number the events in order from 1 to 4.

3 Mr. Ortiz waited by his door with the lights off.

1 Ivy saw Mr. Ortiz staring at the snow.

4 The children found cocoa and a note.

2 Two more kids joined the snow elves.

5 Which word best describes Ivy and Kai?

thoughtful careless bossy

6 Mr. Ortiz calls the clean sidewalk “the best gift I got this year.” What is the central 
message of the story?

A gift does not have to be a thing. Helping someone can be the best gift

of all.
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