
Name Date

Christmas Two-Step Word Problems
Read each problem. Show your work. Write the answer and the unit.

1 Maya hangs 6 strands of lights. 
Each strand has 9 bulbs. 7 bulbs 
do not light up. How many bulbs 
light up?

Answer: bulbs

2 The class bakes 48 cookies and 
puts 8 on each plate. They give 2 
plates to the school office. How 
many plates are left?

Answer: plates

3 Leo has 35 candy canes. His 
sister gives him 13 more. He 
shares them all equally among 6 
friends. How many does each 
friend get?

Answer: candy canes

4 A tree farm has 7 rows of trees 
with 8 trees in each row. On 
Saturday, families buy 19 trees. 
How many trees are left?

Answer: trees

5 Ava wraps 4 gifts and uses 3 
feet of ribbon on each one. Her 
roll had 20 feet of ribbon. How 
many feet of ribbon are left?

Answer: feet

6 Kai makes 5 paper chains with 
10 loops each. Ruby makes a 
chain with 28 loops. How many 
loops do they make in all?

Answer: loops
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Christmas Two-Step Word Problems
Read each problem. Show your work. Write the answer and the unit.

1 Maya hangs 6 strands of lights. 
Each strand has 9 bulbs. 7 bulbs 
do not light up. How many bulbs 
light up?

6 × 9 = 54
54 − 7 = 47

Answer: 47 bulbs

2 The class bakes 48 cookies and 
puts 8 on each plate. They give 2 
plates to the school office. How 
many plates are left?

48 ÷ 8 = 6
6 − 2 = 4

Answer: 4 plates

3 Leo has 35 candy canes. His 
sister gives him 13 more. He 
shares them all equally among 6 
friends. How many does each 
friend get?

35 + 13 = 48
48 ÷ 6 = 8

Answer: 8 candy canes

4 A tree farm has 7 rows of trees 
with 8 trees in each row. On 
Saturday, families buy 19 trees. 
How many trees are left?

7 × 8 = 56
56 − 19 = 37

Answer: 37 trees

5 Ava wraps 4 gifts and uses 3 
feet of ribbon on each one. Her 
roll had 20 feet of ribbon. How 
many feet of ribbon are left?

4 × 3 = 12
20 − 12 = 8

Answer: 8 feet

6 Kai makes 5 paper chains with 
10 loops each. Ruby makes a 
chain with 28 loops. How many 
loops do they make in all?

5 × 10 = 50
50 + 28 = 78

Answer: 78 loops
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