
Name Date

Mexico and the Philippines
Read the text. Level 2 · 233 words

Mexico
1 In Mexico, the holiday season lasts from the middle of December into early January. 

Many homes are decorated with poinsettias, the bright red plants that first grew wild 
in Mexico. In Spanish, the poinsettia is called flor de Nochebuena, which means 
“Christmas Eve flower.”

2 At holiday parties, children take turns trying to break a piñata. Many piñatas are 
shaped like stars, with cone-shaped points, and they are filled with candy and fruit. 
Families often share a big dinner late on Christmas Eve. They may eat tamales, sweet 
fried buñuelos, and a warm fruit punch called ponche.

3 The season does not end on December 25. On January 6, many children get gifts, and 
families share a ring-shaped sweet bread. In Mexico City, December days are usually 
sunny and mild, with cool nights.

The Philippines
4 The Philippines may have the longest holiday season in the world. Holiday songs 

start playing and decorations go up as early as September!

5 The best-known decoration is the parol, a star-shaped lantern. Parols were first 
made from bamboo and paper, and many now glow with colored lights. The city of 
San Fernando holds a giant lantern festival with parols taller than a house.

6 On Christmas Eve, families gather for a late-night feast. The table may hold ham, a 
round ball of cheese, and bibingka, a soft rice cake. The weather is warm, so many 
people celebrate in short sleeves.
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Name Date

Mexico and the Philippines: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Where did poinsettias first grow wild?

the Philippines Mexico Germany

2 What is a parol?

a. a warm fruit punch b. a soft rice cake c. a star-shaped lantern

3 In the Philippines, holiday decorations can go up as early as 
September.

true false

4 Find the word in paragraph 2 that names a candy-filled decoration children try to 
break.

5 Name one way the holidays in Mexico and the Philippines are alike, and one way 
they are different.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Mexico and the Philippines: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Where did poinsettias first grow wild?

the Philippines Mexico Germany

2 What is a parol?

a. a warm fruit punch b. a soft rice cake c. a star-shaped lantern

3 In the Philippines, holiday decorations can go up as early as 
September.

true false

4 Find the word in paragraph 2 that names a candy-filled decoration children try to 
break.

piñata

5 Name one way the holidays in Mexico and the Philippines are alike, and one way 
they are different.

Alike: both have a big family meal on Christmas Eve. Different: the

Philippines is warm, and its season starts in September.
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