
Name Date

Grandpa’s Old Lights
Read the story. Level 2 · 289 words

1 Every December, Grandpa carried the same cardboard box down from the attic. Inside, 
wrapped around a paper towel tube, was a string of tiny lights older than Nia’s mom.

2 “New lights are cheaper,” Nia’s mom said every year.

3 “New lights don’t have a story,” Grandpa said every year.

4 This year, Grandpa plugged in the string, and nothing happened. Not one bulb glowed.

5 Nia sighed. “Maybe it’s finally time to throw them out.”

6 Grandpa shook his head. “On old strings like this one, the bulbs are joined in one long 
loop,” he explained. “If one bulb goes bad or comes loose, the loop is broken and the 
whole string goes dark. We just have to find the one that’s causing the trouble.”

7 “There are a hundred bulbs!” Nia said.

8 “Then we’d better get started.” Grandpa handed her a box of spare bulbs. One by one, 
Nia pulled out a bulb, pushed in a new one, and watched the string. Nothing. She put the 
old bulb back and moved on. Ten bulbs. Twenty. By the fortieth bulb, her fingers were 
sore, and she wanted to quit.

9 “Grandpa, this is taking forever.”

10 “So does anything worth fixing,” he said, and he slid a mug of cocoa across the table.

11 Nia kept going. At bulb fifty-seven, she pushed in a new bulb, and the whole table lit up 
in red, green, and gold. Nia jumped so fast she nearly knocked over her cocoa.

12 That night, the old string glowed in the front window. When Nia’s mom walked in, she 
stopped and smiled. “I guess these have one more story now,” she said.

13 Nia looked at the tiny bulb she had saved. It was dark and ordinary. She put it in her 
pocket anyway.
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Name Date

Grandpa’s Old Lights: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did the whole string of lights go dark?

a. One bad bulb broke the loop.

b. The plug was broken.

c. Nia dropped the box.

2 What does Grandpa mean when he says, “So does anything worth fixing”?

a. Fixing old things is always quick and easy.

b. Things that matter can take time and patience.

c. Nia should buy new lights instead.

3 Which sentence best states a theme of the story?

a. Old things should be thrown away.

b. Hot cocoa makes hard work easier.

c. Sticking with a hard job can be worth it.

4 How do Nia’s feelings change from the middle of the story to the end? Use details from 
the text.

5 Summarize the story in two or three sentences.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Grandpa’s Old Lights: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did the whole string of lights go dark?

a. One bad bulb broke the loop.

b. The plug was broken.

c. Nia dropped the box.

2 What does Grandpa mean when he says, “So does anything worth fixing”?

a. Fixing old things is always quick and easy.

b. Things that matter can take time and patience.

c. Nia should buy new lights instead.

3 Which sentence best states a theme of the story?

a. Old things should be thrown away.

b. Hot cocoa makes hard work easier.

c. Sticking with a hard job can be worth it.

4 How do Nia’s feelings change from the middle of the story to the end? Use details from 
the text.

In the middle she is frustrated and wants to quit because her fingers are sore.

At the end she is excited and proud when the lights turn on.

5 Summarize the story in two or three sentences.

Grandpa’s old string of lights would not turn on. Nia tested bulb after bulb even

when she wanted to quit. At bulb 57 she found the bad one, and the lights glowed again.
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