
Name Date

12 Days of Christmas: Count the Gifts
In the old counting song, each day brings a new gift plus all the gifts from the days 
before. Fill in the table, then answer.

Day New gift Gifts given that day Total so far

1 1 partridge in a pear tree 1 1

2 2 turtle doves 3 4

3 3 French hens 6

4 4 calling birds

5 5 gold rings

6 6 geese

7 7 swans

8 8 maids milking

9 9 ladies dancing

10 10 lords leaping

11 11 pipers piping

12 12 drummers drumming

1 How many gifts are given on day 12?
gifts

2 How many gifts are given in all 12 days?
gifts

3 6 geese are given every day from day 6 through day 12. That is 7 
days. How many geese are given in all? geese

4 5 gold rings are given on each of 8 days, and 4 calling 
birds on each of 9 days. How many more gold rings 
than calling birds are given? more gold rings
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

12 Days of Christmas: Count the Gifts
In the old counting song, each day brings a new gift plus all the gifts from the days 
before. Fill in the table, then answer.

Day New gift Gifts given that day Total so far

1 1 partridge in a pear tree 1 1

2 2 turtle doves 3 4

3 3 French hens 6 10

4 4 calling birds 10 20

5 5 gold rings 15 35

6 6 geese 21 56

7 7 swans 28 84

8 8 maids milking 36 120

9 9 ladies dancing 45 165

10 10 lords leaping 55 220

11 11 pipers piping 66 286

12 12 drummers drumming 78 364

1 How many gifts are given on day 12?

1 + 2 + 3 + ... + 12 = 78 78 gifts

2 How many gifts are given in all 12 days?

1 + 3 + 6 + ... + 78 = 364 364 gifts

3 6 geese are given every day from day 6 through day 12. That is 7 
days. How many geese are given in all?

6 × 7 = 42 42 geese

4 5 gold rings are given on each of 8 days, and 4 calling 
birds on each of 9 days. How many more gold rings 
than calling birds are given?

5 × 8 = 40
4 × 9 = 36
40 − 36 = 4 4 more gold rings
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