
Name Date

Compare and Contrast Chart
Read the fact cards. Fill in the chart. Then answer the questions.

Mexico
The big family dinner is late on Christmas 
Eve. December days in Mexico City are 
sunny and mild. Families eat tamales. 
Children break star-shaped piñatas.

Germany
Gifts are often opened on Christmas Eve. 
December is cold and often gray. People 
buy soft gingerbread called Lebkuchen at 
Christmas markets.

Australia
Families celebrate on Christmas Day, often 
at the beach or a barbecue. December is 
summer and hot. A favorite dessert is 
pavlova.

Japan
Christmas Eve is the big night, and 
December 25 is a work day. December is 
cool and dry. Families eat Christmas cake. 
Cities put up huge light displays.

Country Big day
December 
weather

A food A custom

Mexico

Germany

Australia

Japan

1 Which country has the warmest December? Why?

2 Name one way Germany and Japan are alike and one way they are different.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Compare and Contrast Chart
Read the fact cards. Fill in the chart. Then answer the questions.

Mexico
The big family dinner is late on Christmas 
Eve. December days in Mexico City are 
sunny and mild. Families eat tamales. 
Children break star-shaped piñatas.

Germany
Gifts are often opened on Christmas Eve. 
December is cold and often gray. People 
buy soft gingerbread called Lebkuchen at 
Christmas markets.

Australia
Families celebrate on Christmas Day, often 
at the beach or a barbecue. December is 
summer and hot. A favorite dessert is 
pavlova.

Japan
Christmas Eve is the big night, and 
December 25 is a work day. December is 
cool and dry. Families eat Christmas cake. 
Cities put up huge light displays.

Country Big day
December 
weather

A food A custom

Mexico Christmas Eve sunny and mild tamales
break star-shaped 
piñatas

Germany Christmas Eve cold and gray
Lebkuchen 
(gingerbread)

Christmas markets

Australia Christmas Day summer, hot pavlova
the beach or a 
barbecue

Japan Christmas Eve cool and dry Christmas cake huge light displays

1 Which country has the warmest December? Why?

Australia. December is summer there, and it is hot.

2 Name one way Germany and Japan are alike and one way they are different.

Alike: the big day is Christmas Eve. Different: Germany is cold and gray, Japan is

cool and dry.
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