Name Date

Germany and Sweden

Read the text. Level 2 - 281 words

Germany

1T Inlate November, wooden stalls fill the town squares of Germany for Christmas
markets. Shoppers sip hot spiced drinks and buy ornaments, toys, roasted almonds, and
Lebkuchen, a soft gingerbread. The market in Dresden is one of the oldest. It was first
held in T434.

2 Many German children count down the days with a calendar that has a little door for
each day until December 24. Calendars like these became popular in Germany in the
early 1900s. On the night of December 5, children often leave a boot by the door. In the
morning, they hope to find nuts, fruit, or chocolate inside.

3 The custom of decorating an evergreen tree indoors is usually traced to Germany,
hundreds of years ago. In many families, gifts are opened on Christmas Eve, December
24. Both December 25 and 26 are holidays. December is cold and often gray, and snow is
never a sure thing.

Sweden

4 Sweden is far to the north. In December, the capital city of Stockholm gets only about
six hours of daylight, and in the far north of the country the sun does not rise above the
horizon for weeks.

5 Maybe that is why light is such a big part of the season. On December 13, people across
Sweden celebrate Lucia Day, a festival of light. One person, wearing a white gown and a
crown of candles, leads a line of singers through the dark morning. People share saffron
buns and thin ginger cookies.

6 Christmas Eve is the main celebration. Families gather around a big buffet with ham,
meatballs, fish, and rice pudding. Straw goats are a popular decoration, and the town of
Gavle builds a giant one every year.
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Germany and Sweden: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

®

@

What is sold at a German Christmas market?

a. saffron buns and rice pudding
b. ornaments, toys, and gingerbread
c. tamales and fruit punch

Why does the author think light is such a big part of the season in Sweden?

a. Sweden has very few hours of daylight in December.
b. Swedish candles are very cheap.
c. Lucia Day takes place in summer.

Find the word in paragraph 4 that names the line where the sky seems to meet the
land.

Use both sections. Explain one way December weather shapes the holidays in Germany
or Sweden.

Which custom from these two countries would you most like to try? Give a reason from
the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Germany and Sweden: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is sold at a German Christmas market?

a. saffron buns and rice pudding
(b. ornaments, toys, and gingerbread)
c. tamales and fruit punch

@ Why does the author think light is such a big part of the season in Sweden?

(a. Sweden has very few hours of daylight in December.)
b. Swedish candles are very cheap.
c. Lucia Day takes place in summer.

Find the word in paragraph 4 that names the line where the sky seems to meet the
land.

horizon

Use both sections. Explain one way December weather shapes the holidays in Germany
or Sweden.

In Sweden, the days are very dark, so people celebrate light with Lucia Day and

candles.

Which custom from these two countries would you most like to try? Give a reason from
the text.

I would like to visit a German Christmas market because I could buy toys and

soft gingerbread.
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