Name Date

Building With Gingerbread

Read the text. Level 2 - 323 words

N

1T A gingerbread house looks like pure fun, but building one is a small engineering project. The
story of how this treat came to be stretches across centuries and continents.

A Spice Travels West

2 Ginger comes from the underground stem of a plant that grows in warm parts of Asia. Long
ago, traders carried it thousands of miles to Europe, where it was rare and expensive. By
the Middle Ages, bakers in Europe were mixing ginger and other spices with honey and flour
to make a sweet, sticky bread. It was sold at fairs and markets as a special treat.

A City Famous for Gingerbread

3 The city of Nuremberg, in what is now Germany, became famous for its spiced honey cakes,
called Lebkuchen. By 1643, the city’s gingerbread bakers had their own guild, a group that
set rules for the trade and protected the quality of its goods. In England, Queen Elizabeth I
is said to have had gingerbread figures made to look like her guests.

The First Houses

L Gingerbread houses became popular in Germany in the early 1800s, around the time the
Brothers Grimm published the fairy tale “Hansel and Gretel,” in which two children find a
house made of sweets. Bakers began shaping gingerbread into small cottages, and families
made them at home.

Why Gingerbread Makes a Good Building Material

5 Not every cookie can be a wall. Building gingerbread uses a stiff dough with little butter and
little moisture, so it bakes hard and flat instead of puffing up. Because the pieces are dry
and firm, they can hold weight. Builders glue the walls together with royal icing, which is
made from powdered sugar and egg whites. As the icing dries, it hardens like the mortar
between bricks.

6 Timing matters, too. If the walls are still warm, they bend. If the roof goes on before the
icing sets, the roof slides off. Patient builders let each part dry before adding the next.
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Building With Gingerbread: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ How are the first three sections (about the spice, the city, and the first houses) mainly
organized?

a. problem and solution
b. intime order (chronology)
c. compare and contrast

@ How is the section “Why Gingerbread Makes a Good Building Material” mainly organized?

a. cause and effect b. in time order c. question and answer

@ Why does building gingerbread bake hard and flat?

a. Itis baked for many hours.
b. It has little butter and moisture.
c. Itis made with royal icing.

@ The author compares royal icing to mortar. Explain what this comparison shows about the
icing.

@ Explain two causes that can make a gingerbread house fall apart, using details from the
last paragraph.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Building With Gingerbread: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

How are the first three sections (about the spice, the city, and the first houses) mainly
organized?

a. problem and solution
(b. in time order (chronology))
c. compare and contrast

@ How is the section “Why Gingerbread Makes a Good Building Material” mainly organized?

(a. cause and effect)  b. in time order c. question and answer

@ Why does building gingerbread bake hard and flat?

a. Itis baked for many hours.
(b. It has little butter and moisture. )
c. Itis made with royal icing.

The author compares royal icing to mortar. Explain what this comparison shows about the
icing.

Like mortar between bricks, the icing holds the pieces together and becomes hard

once it dries.

Explain two causes that can make a gingerbread house fall apart, using details from the
last paragraph.

Walls that are still warm can bend, and a roof added before the icing sets can slide

off.
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