
Name Date

The Mystery Gift
Write a story with a clear beginning, middle, and end. Plan it first.

Tell a story
On the morning of December 24, a small box sits on your doorstep. Your 
name is on the tag in handwriting you don’t recognize, and there is no 
return address. Write a story about opening the box and finding out who 
sent it. Use dialogue, sensory details, and at least one simile, and let 
the ending show what the gift meant.

Words you might use: hesitated ·  rattled ·  suddenly ·  meanwhile ·  
as if ·  like a ·  at last

Plan it first. Jot a few words in each box.

Characters and 
setting

The problem or 
question

Events How it ends

The box was smaller than
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The Mystery Gift
Keep writing here.

I checked my writing

Dialogue Sensory details A simile A clear ending
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