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Holiday Party Expressions

Worite one expression for each story. Use parentheses where you need them. Then

evaluate it.

The class buys 3 packs of 24 cups
and 2 packs of 30 plates. How many
cups and plates is that?

Expression:

Answer: cups and plates

Ms. Lee has $50. She buys 3 rolls of
wrapping paper for $8 each. How
many dollars are left?

Expression:

Answer: dollars

4 red and 6 green garlands are each
3 feet long. 5 feet are cut off. How
many feet of garland are left?

Expression:

Answer: feet

Each of 4 tables gets 6 cookies and 2
brownies. How many treats is that?

Expression:

Answer: treats

12 students each cut 5 paper
snowflakes. 14 tear. The rest are
split equally between 2 hallways.
How many go in each hallway?

Expression:

Answer: snowflakes

Without working it out, how does
3x (18 +7) compare with 18 + 77
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Holiday Party Expressions

Worite one expression for each story. Use parentheses where you need them. Then

evaluate it.

The class buys 3 packs of 24 cups
and 2 packs of 30 plates. How many
cups and plates is that?

3x24+2x30=132

Expression: 3x 24+ 2 x 30

Answer: 132 cups and plates

Ms. Lee has $50. She buys 3 rolls of
wrapping paper for $8 each. How
many dollars are left?

50-3x8=26

Expression:

50-3x8

Answer: 26 dollars

4 red and 6 green garlands are each
3 feet long. 5 feet are cut off. How
many feet of garland are left?

[(4+6)x3]-5=25

Expression: [(4+6)x3]-5

Answer: 25 feet

Each of 4 tables gets 6 cookies and 2
brownies. How many treats is that?

L x (6 +2) =32

Expression: I x (6 +2)

Answer: 32 treats

12 students each cut 5 paper
snowflakes. 14 tear. The rest are
split equally between 2 hallways.
How many go in each hallway?

(12x5-14) +2 =23

Expression:

(12x5-14) 2

Answer: 23 snowflakes

Without working it out, how does
3x (18 +7) compare with 18 + 77

It is 3 times as large.
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