
Name Date

The Night the Lights Went Out
Read the story. Level 2 · 339 words

1 Two days before Christmas, the ice storm arrived like an uninvited guest. It tapped on the 
windows all afternoon, and by dinnertime every branch in our yard wore a glass sleeve.

2 At 6:14 p.m., the house blinked once and went dark. The refrigerator stopped humming. The 
furnace sighed and fell silent. Even the tree in the living room, which I had spent an hour 
decorating, was suddenly just a tall, dark shape.

3 “Well,” Mom said into the blackness, “that’s that.”

4 My little brother, Theo, was not taking it well. “But the cookies!” he wailed. We had 
planned to bake six dozen for the neighbors that night, and the oven was electric.

5 I felt the same disappointment sinking in my stomach like a stone, but I didn’t say so. I’m 
twelve. Somebody has to act calm.

6 Dad found the flashlights, and Mom dug out a box of candles in jars. Within ten minutes, the 
kitchen glowed with small, wobbly lights. Our shadows stretched up the walls like giants.

7 “Here’s the plan,” Mom announced. “No-bake cookies. We have oats, peanut butter, and 
honey. We have six people’s worth of hands.” She counted. “Okay, four. Close enough.”

8 So we stirred and rolled and pressed, by candlelight, in our coats. Theo was in charge of 
rolling the balls, and his were the size of tennis balls, but nobody complained. Dad told the 
story about the year he set his own sleeve on fire making toast, and Mom laughed so hard 
she snorted, which made Theo laugh so hard he sat down on the floor.

9 The power came back at 11:52 p.m. The lights flashed on, the refrigerator hummed, and the 
tree glittered again. Everyone squinted. For a moment, nobody moved.

10 “Should we turn them off?” Theo asked.

11 Mom looked at Dad. Dad looked at the candles. And I realized something surprising: I didn’t 
want the bright kitchen back yet. The dark had been the best part of the whole holiday so 
far.

12 We left the big lights off until we went to bed.
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Name Date

The Night the Lights Went Out: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 In paragraph 1, the storm is compared to “an uninvited guest.” What does this simile 
suggest?

a. The storm came without warning and was not wanted.

b. The storm brought presents for the family.

c. The storm stayed for only a few minutes.

2 From whose point of view is the story told?

a. Theo, the little brother

b. Mom

c. the twelve-year-old narrator

3 Find the simile in paragraph 5 that shows how the narrator’s disappointment felt.

4 How does the narrator’s attitude toward the power outage change from the beginning to 
the end? Use details from the text.

5 What is a theme of the story? Explain how the ending shows it.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Night the Lights Went Out: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 In paragraph 1, the storm is compared to “an uninvited guest.” What does this simile 
suggest?

a. The storm came without warning and was not wanted.

b. The storm brought presents for the family.

c. The storm stayed for only a few minutes.

2 From whose point of view is the story told?

a. Theo, the little brother

b. Mom

c. the twelve-year-old narrator

3 Find the simile in paragraph 5 that shows how the narrator’s disappointment felt.

like a stone

4 How does the narrator’s attitude toward the power outage change from the beginning to 
the end? Use details from the text.

At first the narrator feels disappointment like a stone but acts calm. By the end the

narrator doesn’t want the lights back because the dark night was the best part of the holiday.

5 What is a theme of the story? Explain how the ending shows it.

Good times come from being together, not from things going as planned. The family

keeps the lights off because they enjoyed the candlelit night together.
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