Name Date

Christmas in Australia

Read the text. Level 2 - 249 words

1T Picture a holiday with sunscreen, sandals, and a picnic at the beach.

For millions of people in Australia, that is what late December looks
like.

Why December Is Summer There

2 Earth’s axis is tilted. As Earth travels around the sun, the half of
Earth that is tilted toward the sun gets more direct sunlight and
longer days. That half has summer. In December, the Southern
Hemisphere, the half of Earth south of the equator, is tilted toward
the sun. So Australia, along with places like Argentina, South Africa,
and New Zealand, has summer in December, while the United States
has winter.

Celebrating in the Sun

3 In Sydney, December days are usually warm, around 77 degrees
Fahrenheit, and some places farther inland can top 100 degrees. The
long school break begins in December too. Many families spend the
holiday outdoors at the beach, in a park, or around a backyard
barbecue. Seafood such as cold prawns is popular. For dessert, many
families serve pavlova, a crisp meringue topped with whipped cream
and fresh fruit.

L Inthe evenings, people gather in parks for concerts where huge
crowds sing holiday songs by candlelight. Because it stays light until
late, these events can start after a full day at the beach.

A Busy Day After

5 December 26, called Boxing Day, is a public holiday in Australia. It is
the starting day of a famous sailing race from Sydney to Hobart, and
many people watch a big cricket match that also begins that day.
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Name Date

Christmas in Australia: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Which sentence best explains why December is summer in Australia?

a. Australia is closer to the equator than any other country.
b. In December, the Southern Hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.
c. The sun is bigger in December.

@ What is pavlova?

a. a meringue dessert with cream and fruit
b. a sailing race
c. acold seafood dish

@ Argentina and South Africa also have summer in December.

true false

Explain how summer weather changes the way many Australians celebrate. Give two

details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Christmas in Australia: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Which sentence best explains why December is summer in Australia?

a. Australia is closer to the equator than any other country.
(b. In December, the Southern Hemisphere is tilted toward the sun.)
c. The sun is bigger in December.

@ What is pavlova?

(a. a meringue dessert with cream and fruit)
b. a sailing race
c. acold seafood dish

@ Argentina and South Africa also have summer in December. false

Explain how summer weather changes the way many Australians celebrate. Give two
details from the text.

Families celebrate outdoors at the beach or a barbecue, and evening concerts can

start late because it stays light.

@ In June, which hemisphere is tilted toward the sun? Use what you learned to explain.

The Northern Hemisphere, because it has summer in June when Australia has

winter.
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