
Name Date

Why Do Leaves Change Color?
Read the text. Then turn the page and answer the questions. Level 2 · 89 words

In spring and summer, most tree leaves are green. 
The green helps a leaf make food for the tree. It uses 
sunlight, air and water.

In fall, the days get shorter and cooler. The leaves 
stop making food, and the green fades away.

Then other colors show. Yellow and orange were in 
the leaf all along, hiding under the green. Some 
leaves also make a new red color in fall.

Soon the leaves fall to the ground. The tree rests all 
winter. In spring, it grows new green leaves.
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Name Date

Questions: Why Do Leaves Change Color?
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how to rake leaves

b. a tree that can talk

c. why leaves change color

2 In summer, most leaves are red. true false

3 What happens to the green in fall?

It gets darker. It fades away. It turns blue.

4 Name two colors a leaf can turn in fall.

5 Trees grow new leaves in spring. true false
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Why Do Leaves Change Color?
The answers. Written answers may use the child’s own words.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how to rake leaves

b. a tree that can talk

c. why leaves change color

2 In summer, most leaves are red. true false

3 What happens to the green in fall?

It gets darker. It fades away. It turns blue.

4 Name two colors a leaf can turn in fall.

Any two: yellow, orange, red, brown.

5 Trees grow new leaves in spring. true false
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