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The Gingerbread Man
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 3 · 117 words

Once upon a time, an old woman baked a gingerbread man. 
When she opened the oven, he jumped out and ran away! 
“Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me, I’m the 
Gingerbread Man!”

The old woman and the old man ran after him, but he was 
too fast. He ran past a cow. He ran past a horse. They ran 
after him too, but nobody could catch him.

Then he came to a river. He could not swim. A sly fox said, 
“Hop on my back. I will take you across.” The Gingerbread 
Man hopped on. Halfway across, the fox tossed him up and 
SNAP! That was the end of the Gingerbread Man.

1 What did the gingerbread man say as he ran?

2 Why did he need help at the river?

He was cold. He was hungry. He could not swim.

3 How did the fox trick him?

4 Which word tells about the fox? slow sly sad
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Gingerbread Man
Sample answers. Accept answers that mean the same thing.

Once upon a time, an old woman baked a gingerbread man. 
When she opened the oven, he jumped out and ran away! 
“Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me, I’m the 
Gingerbread Man!”

The old woman and the old man ran after him, but he was 
too fast. He ran past a cow. He ran past a horse. They ran 
after him too, but nobody could catch him.

Then he came to a river. He could not swim. A sly fox said, 
“Hop on my back. I will take you across.” The Gingerbread 
Man hopped on. Halfway across, the fox tossed him up and 
SNAP! That was the end of the Gingerbread Man.

1 What did the gingerbread man say as he ran?

Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me!

2 Why did he need help at the river?

He was cold. He was hungry. He could not swim.

3 How did the fox trick him?

The fox said he would take him across, then ate him.

4 Which word tells about the fox? slow sly sad
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