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The Costume Mix-Up
Read the story. Level 2 · 154 words

Lily had planned her costume for weeks. She was going to be an 
astronaut, with a white suit, a silver helmet and a backpack made from 
two bottles. On the morning of the costume parade, she zoomed into 
class.

Then she stopped. Her friend Jamal was standing by the door in a white 
suit and a silver helmet. He was an astronaut, too! Lily’s cheeks felt 
hot. “We look the same,” she said in a small voice. Jamal looked down 
at his boots.

At recess, they sat on the bench together. “Maybe we could be a team,” 
Jamal said. “Every rocket has more than one astronaut.” Lily thought 
about it. Then she smiled. “We could walk like we are on the moon!”

In the parade, Lily and Jamal walked side by side in slow, giant moon 
steps. The whole class clapped. Their teacher said they were the best 
space team she had ever seen.
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Name Date

The Costume Mix-Up: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What costume did Lily plan to wear?

a cat an astronaut a robot

2 Lily was happy when she first saw Jamal’s costume. true false

3 How did Lily and Jamal solve their problem?

a. They traded costumes.
b. They stayed inside at recess.
c. They became a space team.

4 Find a word in the story that means moved very fast.

5 How did Lily feel at the start and at the end of the story?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Costume Mix-Up: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What costume did Lily plan to wear?

a cat an astronaut a robot

2 Lily was happy when she first saw Jamal’s costume. true false

3 How did Lily and Jamal solve their problem?

a. They traded costumes.
b. They stayed inside at recess.
c. They became a space team.

4 Find a word in the story that means moved very fast.

zoomed

5 How did Lily feel at the start and at the end of the story?

Upset at first, then happy when they became a team.
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