
Name Date

New Year Around the World
Read about the new year. Then answer the questions. Level 2 · 88 words

In the United States, the new year starts on January 1. 
At midnight, the clock says 12. People cheer, hug and 
shout “Happy New Year!”

Midnight does not come at the same time all over the 
world. When it is morning here, it is already night in 
places far away. So the new year starts in some places 
many hours before it starts here!

Some people make a wish or a goal for the new year. 
Some people bang pots or ring bells to make a happy 
noise.

1 What date does the new 
year start in the United 
States?

July 4 January 1 December 25

2 What do people do at midnight?

3 Does the new year start at the same time all over the 
world?

yes no

4 Name one way people make a happy noise.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

New Year Around the World
Sample answers. Accept answers that mean the same thing.

In the United States, the new year starts on January 1. 
At midnight, the clock says 12. People cheer, hug and 
shout “Happy New Year!”

Midnight does not come at the same time all over the 
world. When it is morning here, it is already night in 
places far away. So the new year starts in some places 
many hours before it starts here!

Some people make a wish or a goal for the new year. 
Some people bang pots or ring bells to make a happy 
noise.

1 What date does the new 
year start in the United 
States?

July 4 January 1 December 25

2 What do people do at midnight?

They cheer, hug and shout Happy New Year.

3 Does the new year start at the same time all over the 
world?

yes no

4 Name one way people make a happy noise.

They bang pots or ring bells.
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