
Name Date

Thanksgiving Writing Prompt Cards
Pick a card and write. Cut the cards apart, or just choose a number.

N tell a story O share an opinion I teach or explain

1 A turkey escapes from the 
farm the week before 
Thanksgiving. Tell its story.

N

2 What is the best part of 
Thanksgiving Day? Give three 
reasons.

O

3 Explain how to set a table for 
a big family meal.

I

4 You are a giant parade 
balloon. Tell about your trip 
down the street.

N

5 Pumpkin pie or apple pie? 
Which is better, and why?

O

6 Explain what gratitude means 
and why it matters.

I

7 Tell about a time someone 
was kind to you.

N

8 Is it better to have a big 
family meal or a small one? 
Explain.

O

9 Explain how to make your 
favorite sandwich from 
leftovers.

I

10 Your family's recipe card 
goes missing. Write about 
the search.

N

11 Is it better to eat at home or 
go out for a holiday meal?

O

12 Describe three things 
farmers do at harvest time.

I

13 Write about a meal where 
everyone brought a different 
dish.

N

14 Should every school hold a 
food drive in November?

O

15 Explain how a parade is 
planned, from start to finish.

I

16 A squirrel sneaks into the 
kitchen during the feast. 
What happens?

N

17 What is the most important 
thing to be thankful for?

O

18 Teach a reader how to write 
a good thank-you note.

I

19 Write about a game your 
family plays when everyone 
is together.

N

20 Is a parade more fun to 
watch in person or on TV? 
Why?

O

21 Explain why leaves change 
color and fall in autumn.

I

22 Tell about the funniest thing 
that ever happened at a 
family meal.

N

23 Which job is best on a 
holiday: cooking, setting the 
table, or cleaning up?

O

24 List five things you are 
thankful for and explain 
each one.

I
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Name Date

My Thanksgiving Writing
Write about the card you picked. Plan first, then write.

Card number Kind of writing: story opinion teach

Beginning or opinion Middle or reasons End or closing

I checked my writing

Capital letters End marks Spelling I reread it
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