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The Lumpy Pie
Read the story. Level 2 · 166 words

On the morning before Thanksgiving, Nico and Grandpa Joe baked a 
pumpkin pie. Grandpa read the recipe out loud, and Nico measured 
everything. He poured in the pumpkin, the milk and the spices. Then 
he stirred until his arm was tired.

When the pie came out of the oven, Nico frowned. The top had a big 
crack, and one side was lumpy. “It looks terrible,” he said. “Nobody 
will want to eat it.” Grandpa just smiled. “Let’s wait and see,” he 
said.

The next day, the whole family sat at the long table. There was 
turkey, corn and a big bowl of mashed potatoes. After the meal, 
Grandpa set the lumpy pie in the middle of the table. Nico’s cousin 
Ana took the first bite. “This is the best pie ever!” she said. Soon 
every plate was empty.

Nico grinned at Grandpa. Now he knew that a pie does not have to 
look perfect to taste great, especially when you make it with someone 
you love.
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Name Date

The Lumpy Pie: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Nico and Grandpa baked the pie on Thanksgiving Day. true false

2 Why did Nico frown when the pie came out of the oven?

a. The top was cracked and lumpy.
b. The pie was burned.
c. The pie was too small.

3 Find a word in the story that means smiled a big smile.

4 Number the events in order.

Ana took the first bite.

Nico stirred the pie filling.

Every plate was empty.

The pie came out with a crack.

5 What lesson did Nico learn?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Lumpy Pie: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Nico and Grandpa baked the pie on Thanksgiving Day. true false

2 Why did Nico frown when the pie came out of the oven?

a. The top was cracked and lumpy.
b. The pie was burned.
c. The pie was too small.

3 Find a word in the story that means smiled a big smile.

grinned

4 Number the events in order.

3 Ana took the first bite.

1 Nico stirred the pie filling.

4 Every plate was empty.

2 The pie came out with a crack.

5 What lesson did Nico learn?

Food does not have to look perfect to taste great.
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