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Thanksgiving Word Problems
Read. Show your thinking. Write a number sentence and the answer.

1. Eli set out 16 plates on the grown-ups' table and 26 plates on the kids' table. 
How many plates did he set out in all?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer plates

2. Theo made 17 thank-you cards for the class wall. Ava added 16 more. How many 
thank-you cards are on the wall now?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer thank-you cards

3. There were 77 cookies on the table. The family ate 18 of them. How many cookies 
are left?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer cookies

4. Aunt Rosa needs 72 forks for dinner. 14 of them are on the table already. How 
many more forks does she need to put out?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer forks
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Thanksgiving Word Problems
A bar model, the number sentence and the answer.

1. Eli set out 16 plates on the grown-ups' table and 26 plates on the kids' table. 
How many plates did he set out in all?

Show your thinking

16 26

42

Number sentence

16 + 26 = 42

Answer plates

2. Theo made 17 thank-you cards for the class wall. Ava added 16 more. How many 
thank-you cards are on the wall now?

Show your thinking

17 16

33

Number sentence

17 + 16 = 33

Answer thank-you cards

3. There were 77 cookies on the table. The family ate 18 of them. How many cookies 
are left?

Show your thinking

18 59

77

Number sentence

77 − 18 = 59

Answer cookies

4. Aunt Rosa needs 72 forks for dinner. 14 of them are on the table already. How 
many more forks does she need to put out?

Show your thinking

14 58

72

Number sentence

72 − 14 = 58

Answer forks
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