Name Date

Giant Balloons in the Sky

Read the text. Level 2 - 305 words

1 Every Thanksgiving morning, millions of people watch a famous parade in New York
City. Marching bands play, floats roll by, and dancers twirl. Some people even get up
before sunrise to find a good spot along the street. But many people wait for one
thing most of all: the giant balloons.

2 The parade began in 1924. Back then, it had live animals from a zoo, such as bears
and elephants. Three years later, in 1927, the first giant balloons floated down the
street. They included a giant cartoon cat, a dragon and an elephant, and the crowd
loved them.

3 The balloons are filled with helium. Helium is a gas that is lighter than air, so it
makes the balloons rise. The biggest balloons are about as tall as a five-story
building.

4 A balloon that big could blow away, so it needs a team. Dozens of people called
handlers walk under each giant balloon. They hold ropes and guide it along the
street. The handlers practice before the parade so they can steer around corners and
lamp posts.

5 Weather matters too. Workers measure the wind before and during the parade. On a
very windy day, the handlers keep the balloons low, close to the ground. If the wind
is too strong, the balloons cannot fly at all.

6 Inthe early years, workers let the balloons go at the end of the parade. The balloons
drifted away over the city. People who found them could mail them back for a prize.
Today the helium is let out after the parade, and many balloons are stored so they
can fly again.

7 The day before the parade, many families visit the street where the balloons are
filled. They watch the giant shapes slowly puff up under big nets. It is one more way
to share the fun of Thanksgiving.
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Name Date

Giant Balloons in the Sky: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is paragraph 4 mostly about?

a. the teams of handlers b. the costumes c. the helium

@ Why do the balloons rise into the air?

a. Handlers lift them. b. Wind pushes them. c. They hold helium.

?

@ Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “floated slowly, carried along by the air.’

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

Workers let balloons drift away after the parade.
The first parade had zoo animals.

Many balloons are stored to fly again.

Giant balloons first floated down the street.
@ What happens to the balloons on a very windy day?
They fly higher. They stay low. They pop.

@ Why does each giant balloon need so many handlers? Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Giant Balloons in the Sky: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is paragraph 4 mostly about?

(a. the teams of handlers)  b. the costumes  c. the helium

@ Why do the balloons rise into the air?

a. Handlers lift them. b. Wind pushes them.  (c. They hold helium.)

@ Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “floated slowly, carried along by the air.”

drifted

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

3 | Workers let balloons drift away after the parade.
1 | The first parade had zoo animals.
L4 | Many balloons are stored to fly again.

2 | Giant balloons first floated down the street.

@ What happens to the balloons on a very windy day?

They fly higher. (They stay low.) They pop.

@ Why does each giant balloon need so many handlers? Use details from the text.

The balloons are huge and filled with helium, so they could blow away.

Dozens of handlers hold ropes to guide them around corners and lamp posts.
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