Name Date

The Thank-You Chain

Read the story.

Level 2 - 309 words

1T On the Monday before Thanksgiving, Ms. Rivera handed each student a stack of
paper strips. “This week, write one thank-you on each strip,” she said. “On Friday,
we will link them into a chain that stretches across our classroom.”

2 Nadia stared at her orange strips. She knew she was thankful for her family and her
cat, Biscuit. But what else? By lunchtime, she had written only two strips.

3 At lunch, Mr. Okafor, the cafeteria helper, noticed that Nadia’s milk carton was stuck
shut. He opened it with a smile. “There you go,” he said. Nadia grinned. Back in
class, she wrote, “Thank you, Mr. Okafor, for helping me every day at lunch.”

4  That gave Nadia an idea. She began to watch for small kind things. On Tuesday, the
bus driver, Ms. Patel, waited for her when she ran late. On Wednesday, her friend
Jonah shared his colored pencils when hers broke. On Thursday, her big brother
helped her practice spelling words, even though he had homework of his own.

5 Nadia wrote a strip for each one. Soon her stack was so tall that she needed more
paper. Ms. Rivera handed her a fresh pile and winked.

6 On Friday, the class linked all the strips together. The chain was so long that it went
across the room twice. Some strips thanked parents, some thanked pets, and one
even thanked the sun for shining at recess. Ms. Rivera read a few strips out loud.
When she read the one about Mr. Okafor, the class clapped.

7 “Can we give some strips to the people we wrote about?” Nadia asked. Ms. Rivera
smiled. “That is the best idea of the week.”

8 That afternoon, Nadia carried a short chain of thank-yous to the cafeteria. Mr.
Okafor read every strip twice. Then he hung the chain above the lunch line, where
everyone could see it.
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Name Date

The Thank-You Chain: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Nadia have trouble at first?

a. She had no paper. b. She had few ideas. c. She was sick.
@ What gave Nadia the idea to watch for small kind things?

a. Mr. Okafor’s help b. Her cat, Biscuit c. Jonah’s pencils

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “smiled a big smile.”

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

Mr. Okafor hangs the chain above the lunch line.
The class links the strips into a long chain.

Nadia writes only two strips.

Mr. Okafor opens Nadia’s milk.

@ What is the central message of the story?
a. Chains are fun. b. Work fast. c. Notice small kindnesses.

How does Nadia change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use details
from the story.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Thank-You Chain: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Nadia have trouble at first?

a. She had no paper.  (b. She had few ideas.)  c. She was sick.

@ What gave Nadia the idea to watch for small kind things?

(a. Mr. Okafor’s help)  b. Her cat, Biscuit  c. Jonah’s pencils

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “smiled a big smile.”

grinned

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

L4 | Mr. Okafor hangs the chain above the lunch line.
3 | The class links the strips into a long chain.

1 | Nadia writes only two strips.

2 | Mr. Okafor opens Nadia’s milk.

@ What is the central message of the story?

a. Chains are fun. b. Work fast.  (c. Notice small kindnesses.)

How does Nadia change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use details
from the story.

At first, Nadia can think of only two things. By the end, she notices

many kind acts and shares her thank-yous.

everyworksheet.com



