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Thanksgiving Two-Step Problems
Write one equation with a letter for the unknown number. Then solve it in two 
steps.

1. A food drive fills 7 boxes with 9 cans in each box. It also has 6 cans that are not 
in a box. How many cans does it have in all?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

k = cans

2. The community dinner has 6 tables with 8 seats at each table. 19 people are 
already sitting down. How many seats are still empty?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

m = seats

3. Grandpa cuts 65 pieces of cornbread. He saves 2 pieces for later and puts the 
rest on 9 plates with the same number on each plate. How many pieces go on 
each plate?

Show your thinking Equation with a letter for the unknown

n = pieces
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Thanksgiving Two-Step Problems
One equation for each problem (others can be right too), the model and the 
answer.

1. A food drive fills 7 boxes with 9 cans in each box. It also has 6 cans that are not 
in a box. How many cans does it have in all?

Show your thinking

7 groups
9 9 9 9 9 9 9

63

63 6

69

Equation with a letter for the unknown

7 × 9 + 6 = k

k = cans

2. The community dinner has 6 tables with 8 seats at each table. 19 people are 
already sitting down. How many seats are still empty?

Show your thinking

6 groups
8 8 8 8 8 8

48

19 29

48

Equation with a letter for the unknown

6 × 8 − 19 = m

m = seats

3. Grandpa cuts 65 pieces of cornbread. He saves 2 pieces for later and puts the 
rest on 9 plates with the same number on each plate. How many pieces go on 
each plate?

Show your thinking

2 63

65

9 groups
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

63

Equation with a letter for the unknown

( 65 − 2 ) ÷ 9 = n

n = pieces
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