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The Cranberry Harvest
Read the text. Level 2 · 335 words

1 When people sit down to a Thanksgiving meal in the United States, a bowl of red 
cranberry sauce is often on the table. But few people stop to think about how those tart 
little berries got there. The answer involves sand, water and a surprising amount of 
floating.

Where Cranberries Grow
2 Cranberries grow on low, woody vines that creep along the ground. The vines grow in 

beds called bogs, which are built up in layers of sand, peat and gravel. Cranberries are 
native to North America. Today most of them are grown in Wisconsin and 
Massachusetts, with more from New Jersey, Oregon, Washington and parts of Canada. 
Every few years, growers spread a thin layer of sand over the bog, which helps the vines 
grow.

3 The vines bloom with pale pink flowers in early summer, and many growers bring in 
honeybees to pollinate them. The berries ripen in the fall. Harvest season usually runs 
from September into November, just in time for the holidays.

The Wet Harvest
4 Most cranberries are gathered in a wet harvest. First, growers flood the bog with water. 

Next, machines nicknamed “eggbeaters” drive slowly through the water and stir it, 
which shakes the berries loose from the vines. The loose berries float to the top and turn 
the bog into a bright red sea.

5 Why do cranberries float? Each berry has four small pockets of air inside. Workers use 
long floating barriers called booms to push the berries together. Then a pump or a 
moving belt lifts them into trucks. Most wet-harvested berries become juice, sauce or 
dried cranberries.

The Dry Harvest
6 Fresh cranberries sold in bags at the store are usually picked in a dry harvest. Machines 

with metal teeth comb the berries off the vines without any water. Dry harvesting is 
slower, but the berries stay firm and fresh for longer.

7 Good fresh cranberries also bounce. Some packing plants sort berries by letting them 
bounce over small barriers. Firm berries bounce over, while soft or bruised berries do 
not.
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The Cranberry Harvest: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why do growers flood a bog for a wet harvest?

a. to water the vines b. so the berries float c. to wash the berries

2 Find a word in paragraph 5 that names floating barriers used to push the berries 
together.

3 Number the steps of a wet harvest in order.

The berries float to the top.

Growers flood the bog with water.

Booms push the berries together.

Machines stir the water and shake the berries loose.

4 Which detail explains why cranberries float?

low vines fall harvest pockets of air

5 Explain one way the wet harvest and the dry harvest are different, and why a grower 
might choose each one.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Cranberry Harvest: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why do growers flood a bog for a wet harvest?

a. to water the vines b. so the berries float c. to wash the berries

2 Find a word in paragraph 5 that names floating barriers used to push the berries 
together.

booms

3 Number the steps of a wet harvest in order.

3 The berries float to the top.

1 Growers flood the bog with water.

4 Booms push the berries together.

2 Machines stir the water and shake the berries loose.

4 Which detail explains why cranberries float?

low vines fall harvest pockets of air

5 Explain one way the wet harvest and the dry harvest are different, and why a grower 
might choose each one.

A wet harvest floods the bog so berries float; a dry harvest combs them off dry.

Wet suits juice and sauce, and dry keeps fresh berries firm.
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