
Name Date

Grandpa’s Smudged Recipe
Read the story. Level 2 · 329 words

1 Every year, Grandpa made the cornbread for Thanksgiving, and every year, Mateo 
watched. Mateo always sat on the tall stool by the window and watched Grandpa stir. 
This year was different. Grandpa had hurt his wrist, and it was wrapped in a stiff 
bandage.

2 “Looks like you’re the baker this year,” Grandpa said, sliding a yellowed recipe card 
across the counter. Mateo’s stomach did a flip. He had never baked anything on his own.

3 The card was old and stained. A splash of something long ago had blurred the middle of 
it. Mateo could read “1 cup cornmeal” and “1 cup flour,” but the amount of milk was just 
a gray smudge.

4 “Grandpa, how much milk?” Mateo asked.

5 Grandpa chuckled. “I stopped reading that card thirty years ago. I just pour until it 
looks right.”

6 “That doesn’t help me,” Mateo groaned.

7 Grandpa tapped the counter with his good hand. “Then let’s figure it out together. What 
should the batter look like?”

8 Mateo thought about all the years he had watched. “Thick,” he said slowly, “but not like 
dough. It should pour off the spoon like a ribbon.”

9 “Exactly,” said Grandpa.

10 So Mateo added milk a little at a time, stirring after each pour. Twice he almost poured 
too much, but he stopped and stirred instead. When the batter finally slid off the spoon 
in a smooth ribbon, he checked the measuring cup. He had used about one cup. With a 
nod from Grandpa, he wrote “1 cup milk” in neat pencil next to the smudge.

11 The cornbread came out golden, with a crack across the top just like Grandpa’s. At 
dinner, Aunt Lucia took a bite and raised her eyebrows. “Did you make this, Dad?”

12 “Nope,” said Grandpa, beaming. “The new baker did.”

13 Later, Mateo looked at the card again. Next to Grandpa’s old handwriting was his own. 
He decided that next year, he would add one more line to the card: “Pour slowly, and 
watch for the ribbon.”
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Name Date

Grandpa’s Smudged Recipe: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why does Mateo have to make the cornbread this year?

a. Grandpa is hurt. b. The card is lost. c. Aunt Lucia asks.

2 What problem does Mateo find on the recipe card?

a. no cornmeal b. a smudged amount of milk c. a torn card

3 Find a word in paragraph 12 that means “smiling with happiness.”

4 Which sentence best states a theme of the story?

a. Cornbread is the best Thanksgiving food.

b. Old recipe cards should be thrown away.

c. Family traditions are passed on when we learn from each other.

5 How does Mateo feel at the beginning of the story, and how does he feel at the end? 
Use details from the text to explain what changed.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Grandpa’s Smudged Recipe: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why does Mateo have to make the cornbread this year?

a. Grandpa is hurt. b. The card is lost. c. Aunt Lucia asks.

2 What problem does Mateo find on the recipe card?

a. no cornmeal b. a smudged amount of milk c. a torn card

3 Find a word in paragraph 12 that means “smiling with happiness.”

beaming

4 Which sentence best states a theme of the story?

a. Cornbread is the best Thanksgiving food.

b. Old recipe cards should be thrown away.

c. Family traditions are passed on when we learn from each other.

5 How does Mateo feel at the beginning of the story, and how does he feel at the end? 
Use details from the text to explain what changed.

At first, Mateo is nervous because he has never baked alone. At the end, he is

proud: the cornbread turns out well, and Grandpa calls him the new baker.
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