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Should Kids Help Cook the Holiday Meal?
Write an opinion essay. Plan it first.

Share your opinion

Some families say the kitchen is too busy and too hot for kids on a 
holiday. Others say kids should help cook, so they learn new skills and 
feel part of the day. What do you think? State your opinion, support it 
with reasons, facts and details, and write a conclusion.

Words you might use: in my opinion ·  for instance ·  in addition ·  
however ·  therefore ·  responsible

Plan it first. Jot a few words in each box.

My opinion Reason 1 Reason 2 Conclusion

In my opinion, kids

I checked my writing

Clear opinion
Reasons with 

details
Linking words A conclusion
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