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Harvest Festivals Worldwide
Read the text. Level 2 · 347 words

1 Long before there were grocery stores, the harvest decided whether people would eat well 
through the winter. So people in many parts of the world hold celebrations to give thanks 
when the crops are safely gathered. These holidays differ in their dates and foods, but they 
share a common thread: gratitude, family and a good meal.

Canada: An October Thanksgiving
2 Canada celebrates Thanksgiving on the second Monday of October, more than a month 

before the holiday in the United States. One reason often given is that the harvest comes 
earlier in Canada’s cooler, more northern climate. Many Canadian families gather for roast 
turkey, stuffing and pumpkin pie, much like their neighbors to the south.

Korea: Chuseok
3 In South Korea, one of the biggest holidays of the year is Chuseok, sometimes called Korean 

Thanksgiving. It falls on the fifteenth day of the eighth month of the lunar calendar, so its 
date changes from year to year, usually landing in September or early October. Millions of 
people travel to their hometowns to be with family. They honor their ancestors, share the 
new harvest and make songpyeon, small half-moon-shaped rice cakes often filled with 
sesame seeds, beans or chestnuts.

China and Beyond: The Mid-Autumn Festival
4 Under that same full moon, people in China, Vietnam and other places celebrate the Mid-

Autumn Festival. The round full moon stands for family members being together. Families 
share mooncakes, round pastries often filled with sweet bean or lotus seed paste, and 
children carry glowing lanterns.

Japan: Labor Thanksgiving Day
5 In Japan, November 23 is Labor Thanksgiving Day, a national holiday whose date stays the 

same every year. It grew out of an old celebration of the rice harvest. Today it is a day to 
thank people for their work and to be grateful for what everyone produces. Some children 
make cards or drawings to thank workers in their community, such as police officers and 
firefighters.

6 From an autumn meal in Canada to rice cakes and mooncakes under a full moon, these 
celebrations show that giving thanks for the harvest is a tradition people everywhere 
understand.
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Name Date

Harvest Festivals Worldwide: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Which statement best expresses the main idea of the whole text?

a. Canada has the oldest harvest festival in the world.

b. Many cultures hold harvest celebrations centered on gratitude and family.

c. Mooncakes are the most popular holiday food.

2 According to the text, why might Canada’s Thanksgiving come earlier than the holiday in 
the United States?

a. The harvest comes earlier in Canada’s cooler climate.

b. Canadian families do not eat turkey.

c. The lunar calendar sets its date.

3 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “family members who lived long ago.”

4 How are Chuseok and the Mid-Autumn Festival connected?

a. Both are held in November.

b. Both are celebrated under the same full moon.

c. Both celebrate the work of firefighters.

5 Choose two of the celebrations. Explain one way they are alike and one way they are 
different. Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Harvest Festivals Worldwide: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Which statement best expresses the main idea of the whole text?

a. Canada has the oldest harvest festival in the world.

b. Many cultures hold harvest celebrations centered on gratitude and family.

c. Mooncakes are the most popular holiday food.

2 According to the text, why might Canada’s Thanksgiving come earlier than the holiday in 
the United States?

a. The harvest comes earlier in Canada’s cooler climate.

b. Canadian families do not eat turkey.

c. The lunar calendar sets its date.

3 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “family members who lived long ago.”

ancestors

4 How are Chuseok and the Mid-Autumn Festival connected?

a. Both are held in November.

b. Both are celebrated under the same full moon.

c. Both celebrate the work of firefighters.

5 Choose two of the celebrations. Explain one way they are alike and one way they are 
different. Use details from the text.

Canada’s Thanksgiving and Chuseok both bring families together to share the

harvest. Canada’s is always in October, but Chuseok’s date follows the lunar

calendar.
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