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How Animals Get Ready for 
Winter
Read about animals in winter. Then answer the questions. Level 2 · 96 words

Winter is cold, and food is hard to find. Animals get 
ready in different ways.

Some animals sleep. A bear eats a lot in the fall. 
Then it finds a den and sleeps through most of the 
winter. This long sleep is called hibernation.

Some animals go away. Many birds fly south, where 
it is warm and there is food to eat. This trip is called 
migration.

Some animals stay and keep busy. A squirrel hides 
nuts in the fall. In winter, it digs them up to eat. A 
fox grows thick fur to stay warm.

1 What does a bear do in winter?

2 What is migration?

a long sleep a nut a trip to a warm place

3 How does a squirrel get food in winter?

4 Does a fox grow thick fur to stay warm? yes no
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Animals Get Ready for Winter
Sample answers. Accept answers that mean the same thing.

Winter is cold, and food is hard to find. Animals get 
ready in different ways.

Some animals sleep. A bear eats a lot in the fall. 
Then it finds a den and sleeps through most of the 
winter. This long sleep is called hibernation.

Some animals go away. Many birds fly south, where 
it is warm and there is food to eat. This trip is called 
migration.

Some animals stay and keep busy. A squirrel hides 
nuts in the fall. In winter, it digs them up to eat. A 
fox grows thick fur to stay warm.

1 What does a bear do in winter?

It sleeps in a den. It hibernates.

2 What is migration?

a long sleep a nut a trip to a warm place

3 How does a squirrel get food in winter?

It digs up the nuts it hid in the fall.

4 Does a fox grow thick fur to stay warm? yes no
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