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Winter Multi-Step Word Problems
Write an equation with a letter for the unknown. Solve, then estimate to check.

1. An ice rink has 32 rows of 29 seats. 431 seats are filled for the hockey game. How 
many seats are empty?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer seats

2. A winter coat drive collects 43 coats each week for 6 weeks. On the last day, a 
store gives 183 more coats. How many coats does the drive collect in all?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer coats

3. A town has 10,524 feet of sidewalk to clear after a storm. Workers clear 2,385 
feet in the morning and 3,522 feet in the afternoon. How many feet are left to 
clear?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer feet
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Winter Multi-Step Word Problems
The equation, the steps, the answer and the estimate.

1. An ice rink has 32 rows of 29 seats. 431 seats are filled for the hockey game. How 
many seats are empty?

Show your work

32 × 29 = 928

928 − 431 = 497

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

32 × 29 − 431 = p

Estimate to check

30 × 30 − 400 ≈ 500

Answer seats

2. A winter coat drive collects 43 coats each week for 6 weeks. On the last day, a 
store gives 183 more coats. How many coats does the drive collect in all?

Show your work

6 × 43 = 258

258 + 183 = 441

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

6 × 43 + 183 = m

Estimate to check

6 × 40 + 200 ≈ 440

Answer coats

3. A town has 10,524 feet of sidewalk to clear after a storm. Workers clear 2,385 
feet in the morning and 3,522 feet in the afternoon. How many feet are left to 
clear?

Show your work

10,524 − 2,385 = 8,139

8,139 − 3,522 = 4,617

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

10,524 − 2,385 − 3,522 = n

Estimate to check

11,000 − 2,400 − 3,500 ≈ 5,100

Answer feet
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