
Name Date

Shades of Meaning: Action Words
Each row has verbs that mean almost the same thing. Write them in order, from a little 
to a lot.

a little a lot

1. eat nibble devour

→ →

2. shout whisper talk

→ →

3. sprint jog stroll

→ →

4. drink sip gulp

→ →

5. look glance stare

→ →

6. smash hit tap

→ →
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Shades of Meaning: Action Words
Each row in order, from a little to a lot.

a little a lot

1. eat nibble devour

→ →

2. shout whisper talk

→ →

3. sprint jog stroll

→ →

4. drink sip gulp

→ →

5. look glance stare

→ →

6. smash hit tap

→ →
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