
Name Date

The Tomato Seeds
Read the story. Circle every word from the box.

Word box: set 1

eventually meanwhile previously recently rarely
whenever afterward beforehand lately seldom

Our class recently planted tomato seeds in paper cups by the window.

We had previously grown beans, but tomatoes were new to us.

Beforehand, our teacher showed us how deep to push each seed into 

the soil.

Lately I have checked my cup whenever I walk into the room.

For the first week, nothing happened in my cup; meanwhile, my friend's 

sprout was already an inch tall!

I seldom give up, so I kept watering my cup every morning.

Eventually, a tiny green shoot poked out of my soil.

Afterward, it grew so quickly that I rarely recognized it from one week 

to the next.

1. What had the class grown before tomatoes?

Circle the answer.

sunflowers

beans

peppers

2. What did the teacher show the class before they planted?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Tomato Seeds
Every word from the box circled (10 in all), and the answer.

Word box: set 1

eventually meanwhile previously recently rarely
whenever afterward beforehand lately seldom

Our class recently planted tomato seeds in paper cups by the window.

We had previously grown beans, but tomatoes were new to us.

Beforehand, our teacher showed us how deep to push each seed into 

the soil.

Lately I have checked my cup whenever I walk into the room.

For the first week, nothing happened in my cup; meanwhile, my friend's 

sprout was already an inch tall!

I seldom give up, so I kept watering my cup every morning.

Eventually, a tiny green shoot poked out of my soil.

Afterward, it grew so quickly that I rarely recognized it from one week 

to the next.

1. What had the class grown before tomatoes?

Circle the answer.

sunflowers

beans

peppers

2. What did the teacher show the class before they planted?

how deep to push each seed into the soil
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