
Name Date

The Recess Debate
Read the story. Circle every word from the box.

Word box: set 2

neither moreover nevertheless similarly despite
furthermore otherwise unlike whereas consequently

Our class held a debate about a longer recess.

Maya said yes: kids need to move, and moreover, fresh air helps them 

focus.

Furthermore, she said, kids who play outside sleep better.

Leo said no: unlike Maya, he thought recess was long enough, whereas 

reading time was too short.

"The school day would have to get longer," Leo said. "Otherwise, we 

would lose reading time."

Despite their different opinions, neither speaker raised a voice.

Both had strong points; nevertheless, we had to vote.

Most of us agreed with Maya; consequently, recess will be ten minutes 

longer. Similarly, a school nearby is trying it, too.

1. What did the class decide?

Circle the answer.

The school day will end early.

Recess will stay the same.

Recess will be ten minutes longer.

2. Give one reason Maya gave for a longer recess.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Recess Debate
Every word from the box circled (10 in all), and the answer.

Word box: set 2

neither moreover nevertheless similarly despite
furthermore otherwise unlike whereas consequently

Our class held a debate about a longer recess.

Maya said yes: kids need to move, and moreover, fresh air helps them 

focus.

Furthermore, she said, kids who play outside sleep better.

Leo said no: unlike Maya, he thought recess was long enough, whereas 

reading time was too short.

"The school day would have to get longer," Leo said. "Otherwise, we 

would lose reading time."

Despite their different opinions, neither speaker raised a voice.

Both had strong points; nevertheless, we had to vote.

Most of us agreed with Maya; consequently, recess will be ten minutes 

longer. Similarly, a school nearby is trying it, too.

1. What did the class decide?

Circle the answer.

The school day will end early.

Recess will stay the same.

Recess will be ten minutes longer.

2. Give one reason Maya gave for a longer recess.

Fresh air helps kids focus.
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