Name Date

Rock Detectives

Read the story. Circle every word from the box.

Word box: set U
compare define identify predict prove
support represent  organize require occur

In science class, we became rock detectives.

First, we had to define three words: igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic.

Then we tried to identify ten mystery rocks.

We would compare each rock with the pictures in a guidebook.

To organize our work, we sorted the rocks into three piles.

Our teacher asked us to predict which pile would be the biggest and
then prove it by counting.

On our chart, a dot would represent each rock, and every answer
needed facts to support it.

We learned that sedimentary rock forms when layers of sand and mud
press together; this can require millions of years. Changes like this
occur too slowly for us to see.

1. How many mystery rocks did the class study?

Circle the answer.

ten
twenty

three

2. How did the class organize their work?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Rock Detectives

Every word from the box circled (10 in all), and the answer.

Word box: set U
compare define identify predict prove

support represent  organize require occur

In science class, we became rock detectives.
First, we had tothree words: igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic.

Then we tried toten mystery rocks.
We would each rock with the pictures in a guidebook.

Toour' work, we sorted the rocks into three piles.
Our teacher asked us towhich pile would be the biggest and

thenit by counting.

On our chart, a dot would (represent) each rock, and every answer

needed facts toit.

We learned that sedimentary rock forms when layers of sand and mud
press together; this canmillions of years. Changes like this

occur) too slowly for us to see.

1. How many mystery rocks did the class study?

Circle the answer.

ten
twenty

three

2. How did the class organize their work?

They sorted the rocks-into three piles.
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