
Name Date

Spelling Bee Words: Easy
Words with two syllables, and what they mean. Dots split the 
syllables. 5th grade · words 1–20 of 40

ballot bal · lot noun a paper or card used to vote

bayou bay · ou noun a slow, swampy stream, common in the 
southern United States

blizzard bliz · zard noun a long snowstorm with strong winds

bronco bron · co noun a wild or partly tamed horse of the western 
United States

cello cel · lo noun a large string instrument played with a bow 
while sitting

cobalt co · balt noun a hard, silvery metal; also a deep blue color

combat com · bat noun fighting, especially in a war

compass com · pass noun a tool with a needle that points north

condor con · dor noun a very large vulture with huge wings

coral cor · al noun a hard material built in the sea by tiny animals, 
forming reefs

crayfish cray · fish noun a small freshwater animal that looks like a tiny 
lobster

dormant dor · mant adjective alive but not active for a time, like a 
sleeping volcano or a seed in winter

eclipse e · clipse noun a time when one object in space blocks the 
light of another

fathom fath · om verb to understand something hard to figure out

ferret fer · ret noun a small, long, thin animal related to the 
weasel, sometimes kept as a pet

frontier fron · tier noun the far edge of a settled area, where few 
people live

gazelle ga · zelle noun a small, fast antelope of Africa and Asia

glacier gla · cier noun a huge, slow-moving mass of ice

granite gran · ite noun a very hard rock often used for buildings and 
countertops

hazard haz · ard noun something that is dangerous

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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the syllables. 5th grade · words 21–40 of 40

jasmine jas · mine noun a plant with sweet-smelling white or yellow 
flowers

legend leg · end noun an old story that many people tell but that may 
not be true

lettuce let · tuce noun a leafy green vegetable used in salads

llama lla · ma noun a South American animal with long wool, 
related to the camel

lobby lob · by noun the entrance hall of a building

locust lo · cust noun a kind of grasshopper that can travel in huge 
swarms

marrow mar · row noun the soft material inside bones that makes blood 
cells

molten mol · ten adjective melted by great heat

mustard mus · tard noun a yellow, spicy sauce made from the seeds of a 
plant

nozzle noz · zle noun a spout at the end of a hose that controls the 
flow

quiver quiv · er verb to shake with small, fast movements

rhubarb rhu · barb noun a plant with sour red stalks, often cooked in 
pies

ripple rip · ple noun a small wave on the surface of water

salsa sal · sa noun a spicy sauce made with tomatoes, onions and 
peppers

sapphire sap · phire noun a hard, clear gemstone, usually blue

scallop scal · lop noun a shellfish with a fan-shaped shell

sequin se · quin noun a small, shiny disk sewn onto clothing

sherbet sher · bet noun a frozen dessert made with fruit juice and a 
little milk

shovel shov · el noun a tool with a long handle and a wide blade for 
digging

sonar so · nar noun a way to find objects underwater using sound 
echoes

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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Spelling Bee Words: Medium
Words with three syllables, and what they mean. Dots split 
the syllables. 5th grade · words 1–20 of 40

alpaca al · pa · ca noun a South American animal related to the llama, 
raised for its soft wool

altitude al · ti · tude noun how high something is above sea level or the 
ground

ancestor an · ces · tor noun a family member who lived long ago, such as a 
great-great-grandparent

bonanza bo · nan · za noun a sudden source of great wealth or luck

boulevard bou · le · vard noun a wide city street, often lined with trees

buffalo buf · fa · lo noun a large wild ox; in North America, another 
name for the bison

burrito bur · ri · to noun a flour tortilla wrapped around a filling such as 
beans or meat

caravan car · a · van noun a group of people and animals or vehicles 
traveling together

cavalry cav · al · ry noun soldiers who fought on horseback

celery cel · er · y noun a vegetable with long, crunchy green stalks

chimpanzee chim · pan · zee noun a smart African ape that lives in groups

coconut co · co · nut noun the large, hard-shelled nut of a palm tree, with 
white meat inside

corridor cor · ri · dor noun a long hallway

detective de · tec · tive noun a person whose job is to solve crimes or 
mysteries

emerald em · er · ald noun a bright green gemstone

escapade es · ca · pade noun a wild or daring adventure

fingerprint fin · ger · print noun the pattern of lines on the tip of a finger

gazebo ga · ze · bo noun a small, open-sided building with a roof, in a 
park or garden

guarantee guar · an · tee noun a promise that something will happen or will 
work

horizon hor · i · zon noun the line where the land or sea seems to meet 
the sky

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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iguana i · gua · na noun a large lizard of hot places in the Americas

intestine in · tes · tine noun the long tube below the stomach that helps 
digest food

labyrinth lab · y · rinth noun a maze of paths where it is easy to get lost

licorice lic · o · rice noun a chewy black or red candy

manatee man · a · tee noun a large, gentle sea mammal that eats plants

marigold mar · i · gold noun a garden plant with orange or yellow flowers

melody mel · o · dy noun a tune; the main notes of a song

musketeer mus · ke · teer noun a soldier long ago who carried a gun called a 
musket

quarantine quar · an · tine noun a time when people or animals are kept apart 
so a disease does not spread

recipe rec · i · pe noun directions for making a food

safari sa · fa · ri noun a trip to see or photograph wild animals, 
especially in Africa

scavenger scav · en · ger noun an animal that eats dead animals or garbage

sequoia se · quoi · a noun a giant evergreen tree of California, one of the 
largest trees on Earth

silhouette sil · hou · ette noun a dark shape or outline seen against a light 
background

tangerine tan · ge · rine noun a small, sweet orange that is easy to peel

tuxedo tux · e · do noun a fancy suit for formal events

venison ven · i · son noun meat from a deer

wallaby wal · la · by noun an Australian animal like a small kangaroo

wolverine wol · ver · ine noun a strong, fierce animal of the far north, related 
to the weasel

helium he · li · um noun a light gas used to fill balloons so they float

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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Words with four or more syllables, and what they mean. Dots 
split the syllables. 5th grade · words 1–20 of 40

accordion ac · cor · di · on noun an instrument you squeeze in and out while 
pressing keys or buttons

archipelago ar · chi · pel · a · go noun a group of islands

armadillo ar · ma · dil · lo noun a small animal with a shell of bony plates

asparagus as · par · a · gus noun a vegetable with long green spears

ceremony cer · e · mo · ny noun a formal event held for a special occasion, such 
as a graduation

circulation cir · cu · la · tion noun the movement of blood through the body

constellation con · stel · la · tion noun a group of stars that forms a pattern in the sky

ingredient in · gre · di · ent noun one of the things that goes into a recipe or 
mixture

marionette mar · i · o · nette noun a puppet moved by strings

millimeter mil · li · me · ter noun a tiny unit of length; there are 10 millimeters 
in a centimeter

perpendicular per · pen · dic · u · lar adjective meeting another line to form a right angle

pollination pol · li · na · tion noun moving pollen from one flower to another so 
seeds can form

quadrilateral quad · ri · lat · er · al noun a flat shape with four straight sides

rhinoceros rhi · noc · er · os noun a huge animal with thick skin and one or two 
horns on its nose

satisfaction sat · is · fac · tion noun a pleased feeling when you get what you 
wanted or finish a job well

university u · ni · ver · si · ty noun a school for higher learning after high school

appreciation ap · pre · ci · a · tion noun a feeling of thanks, or of seeing the value of 
something

biographer bi · og · ra · pher noun a person who writes the story of someone 
else's life

calamity ca · lam · i · ty noun a terrible event, a disaster

congratulations con · grat · u · la · tions noun words that tell someone you are happy about 
their success

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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determination de · ter · mi · na · tion noun not giving up, even when something is hard

exhilarating ex · hil · a · rat · ing adjective very exciting and thrilling

hieroglyphics hi · er · o · glyph · ics noun a writing system that uses pictures, used in 
ancient Egypt

imaginative im · ag · i · na · tive adjective good at thinking up new ideas; creative

inevitable in · ev · i · ta · ble adjective sure to happen; cannot be avoided

irrigation ir · ri · ga · tion noun bringing water to crops through pipes or 
ditches

legislature leg · is · la · ture noun a group of people who make laws

literature lit · er · a · ture noun written works such as stories, poems and plays

meteorologist me · te · or · ol · o · gist noun a scientist who studies and predicts the 
weather

monopoly mo · nop · o · ly noun complete control of a product or service by one 
company

optimistic op · ti · mis · tic adjective expecting good things to happen

participate par · tic · i · pate verb to take part in something

phenomenal phe · nom · e · nal adjective amazing; far better than usual

radiation ra · di · a · tion noun energy that travels in rays or waves, such as 
light or heat from the sun

unanimous u · nan · i · mous adjective agreed to by everyone

ventilation ven · ti · la · tion noun the movement of fresh air into a room or 
building

affectionate af · fec · tion · ate adjective showing love and care

alternative al · ter · na · tive noun another choice

anticipate an · tic · i · pate verb to expect something and get ready for it

apostrophe a · pos · tro · phe noun a punctuation mark (') used in contractions and 
to show ownership

Check each word you can spell and explain. Ask a partner to read you a meaning, then spell the word 
that matches.
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